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| TWO 

SERMONS 
| PREACHED 

| Before His 


MAJESTIES 


HIGH 


COMMISSIONER 


Esrates of Partianenr. 


By the appointment of the Provincial Synod 
of Lothian and Twweddale. 


Upon Sabbath the 7th. of May, 1693- 


Unto which is ſubjoyned the Sermon Preach: 
ed at the opening up of the Synod. 
© x May 2. 1693. 


By Mr. William Vetch Miniſter of Peebles, 


CC 


- Am 


—_—. 


From Haggai, 2. 4. 
And Colz 4. 17. 


: — — 


| Edinburgh, Prixedby Joby Reid, to be fold by Alexarder Men. 
derfon, Beok ſeller in the Locken-boochr, Anno 1697. 


unTo ns Grace 


WIL LIFAM 
Duxt of HAMILTON 


THEIR 


MATJESTIES 


HIGH 


COMMISSIONER 


For the Ancient KINGDOM of 


SCOTLAND, « 
AT it pleaſe your Grace , If I bad 
| an Offering, that might be any 

your Grace ; And that becauſe 1 

' drew my firſt Breath, and had 
my firſt Education, where the Ancient, and Noble Fa- 


way Acceptable, There is none to 

whom it is ſo much due, 'as unto 
mily of Dowglas was the Grand Planet, Regnant in 
thet Hemiſphere. 


A 2 $ econdl:i 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

Secondlie, Tour Grace, by the Alwiſe Providence of 
GOD, and the Choice of our Great, and Gracious 
Proteflant King, being made bis Mejcſties High Gone- 
eniſſioner $0 this Parliament: Stand in tbe place of 
Zcerubbabel, in my Texs, and ore chiefly concerned to 
nitice, What GOD calls for at your Hands, in Or- 
der to the Building up the walls of Our ſecond 
Temple, the foundations whereof bave been wonder- 
fullie and mercifullie laid ſome Tears ago ; And now, 
Tour Grace, end this Honourable and High Court of 
Parliament , are again called to carrie en bis begun 
Work , both by the Providencc of GOD, thet batb put 
a New Opportunitie in Tour bands; And the Call of tbe 
Preached Word Awakening and fltrring Tow up unto 
the Work, And O that Your Grace, and this Homnour- 
able Court, may give ſuch a ſpeedie Return to both 
theſe Calls, as this Jewiſh Government did : For we 
may ſce from the firſt chapter of this prophefie of Hag- 
gai,that within the fp:ce of three weeks & three daies, 
after this Prophets firſt ſermon , they fell zealouſlie 
to the work , and that with great courage and nnani- 
mitie;, And alſo without anie further delay, or azie 
viſible diſſent among them , aud wheress the ſtouteſt of 
them before had no great mind totbe work , now when 
alarmed by the Prophet , inthe Name of the LORD, 
the werie weakeſt and moſt timorogs, are forward, and 


bold to carrie it on. Thirdlie, And who could be (0 
fit tn all the Nation for this Wark, as Tour Grace ; 
Being not onlie of ſo Noble a Deſcent, where Va- 


lowt 


£ a = DA axb peat oe _ " » 


The Epiſtle Dedicacory. 
lour and Courage has been remarkeblie for ſo ngnis 
Ages Connatural co the Family : ( 4nd ht is not 
be bff in Tow, eſpeciallie when called #0 lay it ot on ſo 
Noble an Interprize , as the Propagacion and 
ProteQion of Religion , Libcrry and Propcrry:) 
But alſo, being advaneed to Repreſent the Chict Fa- 
mily of the Kingdom , and whom COD has blefied 
with a Goodlie Perſon, Excellent paits, @ Numerous, 
Noble, and Hopeful Progenie : A Bl:ſſing that fitts 
Tor 80 (peak, with Tour Enemies in the gate; And 
that Divine Hand , that bas now promoted Your 
Grace, to ſo bigh « Truſt , wherein Te may do great 
#bings for the Artvancement of CHRISTS Kingdom, 
will look for jome proportionable Return : If the Great 
Land-LORD of the World expeft a Rent from the 
meaneſt Eottay e:lhat 2 large Revenue maſt be look for, 
from ſo great Families;For,.tco whom much is given, 
of thera much will be required. Leern to pay this, 
and it will draw down not onlie Bleſſings on Tour ſelf, 
but on your Pofterity. It was the Honour of Abrahams 
Howſe., that from Father to So Sin meny Generatior- 
ons they were Heirs of the ſame Promiſe, Heb: 1c. 

9. Othat there were ſuch a Succeſſion to be found in 
the Houſe of the Nobilitie, and Gentrie of our Land: 
But alace Plentie abuſed, diſpoeſes #0 Sin, and Vice : 
And it is #08 Ordinarie for the Greateſt, and*brave(t 
Sptriss , to thinkebe Power of Religion, a.baſe and 
mean thing, which taketh off from thtir Grandezre, 


and 


— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 

and Eſteem among men, and that the flriffneſs of it, 
ir inglorious: But a Canjun#ion of Goodneſs and greas- 
neſs together, is the muſt Lovelie and comfortable 
thing in the World, And greatneſs withoud Goodneſs 
wil! be a Taftleſs Cordiel at the Long Ran. 

I bave preſumed to thruſt 1beſe following Sheets un- 
der T,ur Graces Patrocinic, being perſweded that 6 
Fawmrable Smile from ſuch a Potent Prince, will 
give them ſufficient ProteFion; And although the Fab- 
rick be mean , yet the Statlineſs of #be Fronciſpiece 
may beget a Eurieſity in meny to look, intoit : boping 
that your Grace will Pardon wherein | have preſumed, 
and will F gvourably accept of the ſmal token of my 
Sincere affeftion to your Grace , and thoſe Noble F amis 
lies ( for they that have not Gold muſt offer Goats 
Hair ) I make Bold to ſubſeribe my ſelf, 


Your GRACES, 


N ___ 5 ® Moſt Humble Seryans, 
In the LORD, . 


PILLIAM VETCH. 


"—— a» D= 
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THE 


EPISTLE 


TO THE 
R E AD E R 


| HERE is none in my Station, (I confeſs) 
ſo unfit to appear in Print, as I am, 
But the reſtleſs importunity of fo ma- 
ny perſons of all ranks, occaſions me 
to do violence to my own inclinations, in pub- 
liſking the enſuing icrmonsz which you have 
here laid before you, with little addition, or 
alceration: Only let me tell you, thatalchough 
I opened up this text, Haggai 2: 4. As it referred 
to the preceeding and {ubſequent verſes of the 
Chapter, by way of LeQture, and did incermir 
according to the Cuſtome, yer I have thought 
fic co put it, and the Forenoons Ser;uon together 
as one Entire Diſcourle. 

Another Realon moving me to this under- 
raking is, That ſeveral chings ſpoken in thar 
Great Auditory upon this Subject, are Mifre- 

preſen:cd 


_, o be Epifle to The Reader 
preſehred, Miſtaken, and Miſ-improven, wich 
this may be a mean to Cute, and Remove. 
The Entertainment I acknowledge is fo 
Courſe and M- an, that I cannot promiſe it an 
ur.iverfal Acceprance : Secing too too many in 
our Day, "whercin Farcie and Opinicn, that 
Witch and Enchantreſs has got the Aſcendant of 
Religion and Reaſon} are more devoted to 
what may pleaſe their palat, then prolong their 
health, and lite. Bur if it may (as it is ) be any 
wiſe ſerviceable to the publick good of the 
Church, and che work in hand, and any way 
proficable to any particular well wiſher, of that 
Jntereſt ; I haye attained my End. I am, 


One of ZIONS Welk wiſhers, 
And thy Servant, 
WH. 
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The Firſt 


SERMON 


HAGGAI 2: 4: 

Tet now be ftrong, O Zerubbabe), ſaith the LORD, 
be ftrong, O Joſhua, ſon of Joledech the bigb 
Prieſt, and bs firong all ye People of the Land, ſaith 
the LORD, and work; For 1 am with you, ſaith 
the LORD of Hoſts, 


I Shall tor LeQure open vp theſe words, as 


they referr unto the preceeding and 
{ublequent part of the Chapter, and 
obſerve ſomerhings from them, and 
then go on, ard proſecute that DuCtrine, which 
I think moſt fuicable to this Occaſion ; I ſhall 
not have time to give a large, or Critical Ex- 

lanation of the Text , wich Reſpe@ to the per- 
ons mentioned in it, or the Prophet that de. 
livered this Meſſage, or annent the time that 
he was ſent to that People, . for tear ] come ſhort 
of the main things I purpoſe to ſpeak to this 
Honourable Auditorie. 

We do not read that this People of the Fews, 
to whom this Prophet Haggai was ſcnt, had 
immediatly after their return from the Babylo- 
ziſþ Captivity , any Propher among them , and 
yer 


Y 
yet they had ſuch as were able to dire them 
11 cheir work: Bur they proving fintully and 
ſhamefully negligent and {[-athtul, for a con- 
fiderable while after their return,in the work of 
Reformation which GOD had called them un- 


to: And for which they had the Civil Autho- 


rity even Cyrus his grant. The LORD at length 
raiſed up this prophet Haggai, and after him Ze- 
ebariah, to: awaken and ſtirr them up to. their 
dutic, in carryiig ou this Wock that was begun 
ſeveral years ago. 

Their neglc& and carcleſneſs in this matter 
was occationed partly from their ewn timeroul- 
neſs ard weakneſs, being bur few when compa- 
red with their 2nceſtours who builded the firſt 
Tcmple, and with rhe multitude of Encmics 
that ar preſent oppoſed them,8 no wonder they 
were timcrous. having been ſo lopg houled and 
k-pt at under 1n Babylon. Where their long at- 
flition and Captivicie had dilpirited then. 

Partly this negle& was occaſioned from the 
bold and violent oppoſition of enemies that did 
what they could ro marr the begun work of 
GOD inthe Land; Such as. Sanballat the Horo- 
nite, and his Complices. 

Partly from their roo roo much minding the 
dings of the world, and preferring them to the 
dings of GOD, as we hayc them reproyed forir 

chapter 
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chapter If, ver. 4th. Is ir time for vou, O Ye, 
to dwell in your Cicled houics, and this heule ly 
waſte> and this isa diſcaſe that abounas much 
in our days! 

This ſecond chapter wherein my text lyes, is 
fall of encouragement for them, to proceed in 
the wock , notwithſtanding of the diicourage- 
ments on the one hand , and the oppoſicions 
they mer with on the other. 

Thefiuſt encouragement lys in the latter 
words of the text, from the promiſe of GOD's 


' Prelence with them in this work, For I am with 
| Tow, ſaith the LORD of bofti;, therefore be frong and 
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work ; you necd not fear all your enemicsthat 
eppole you, when I am with you. 

The ſecond encouragement for removing 
their timerouſneſs, and fpiriting chem to their 
woik is taken from the ſtanding Covenant that 
was between GOD 8& them, & thar of a long & 
old date, even fince the day that he had brought 
them out of the land of Egypr; where we have to 
admire GOD's faithfulneſs ro thema in keeping 
this Coycnant, when they were guilty of many 
breaches thereof ro him. Verſe 5. According 
to the Word that I covenanted with you ;, when ye came 


| out of Agypt , fo my Spirit remaineth with you, fear 


g Not; 


The third Encouragement togo on in hole 
WOT 


_ 
, 


bd 

work is taken from the Lords promiſe to com- 
penſe the external deſpicablenets and meanneſs 
of this fabrick they had begu':, and about which 
they were {o diſcouraged, becauſe it had not that 


Extenſiveneſs and Largeneſs of Building, nexher | 


had they Solomons riches co give it that internal 
ſplendor and Glory that Solomons Temple had, 
all this the LORD promiles ro make up, with 


his own Glory and the Mediators perſonal pres | 


ſence, yerſe-73 8, 9. 


The 4. enconragement to proceed in the begun work, | 
- Is:thac although for their negle& they were fal. ' 


h 


| 


Rn under many Judgemencs,and eſpecially chat ' 


of famine, as in the preceeding Chapter Verſe, 6. 
Te have ſown much, and brung in little, and alſo in 
this Chapter , When they came to an beap of twenty 
Meaſures, they proved but ten, when they came to the 
Preſs to draw out fifty Veſſels fullit filled but rwemy, 
Verſe 16. By which ye might cafily have conjec- 
cured that I had a controverſy with you; And 
icconcerned you to have enquired unto the cau- 
les of my controverſic: But now ſaycs the LORD 
If ye will proceed in the work,O Zerubbabel, Joſhua 
and the people, 1 will remove theſe Judgements, and 
s in the room of them. 


bring Bling 
The laſt Argument which is very confders. 


able to move and encourage them to go on in 
their work, and ſhould haye great weight with 


Us * 
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x86 : 
us; Who are affraid of the Nations about u's 
is the LORDS promiling Satery and Security to 
them, in the midft of great Commotions, and 


| —_ _—— upon the Nations round 
1 


about; 


. — on SDSS” FUSS. 2 2 ein 45. 


he wonld ſay, though I make 
Kings and Nations fall by the Ears and deſtroy 
one another , though you may hear ir or ſee xr, 
yet it ſhall not come near you, and this ve (ec in 
the laſt yerſes of the Chapter, and it is like that 
{wcet Promiſe to the Church, Pak g1.7, BVerſes, 
A thouſand ſhall fall at thy fide, and en thouſand at 
thy right hand: But it ſhall not come nigh thee, Only 


| with thine eyes ſhall thau bebold and ſee the reward of 


* 7, "i hd «a# « 


the wicked. 

In the Verſe we have read to you more, par- 
ticularly we have theſe things to be conſidered. 
I. The Exhortation be ftrong and work, this is 
the Call which the LORD ſends by the Prophet 
Hoggoi 2. We havyethe perſons to whom this 
Call and Meſlage is direfted and ſent, and that 
1s tO Zerubbabel to {oſons, and to all the Peoples 
Magiſtrates Miniſters and People, they are the 
Perſons to whom this Call comes. .3. We have 
_—_— calling, and that is the LORD at 
Hoſts, by his Prophet Haggai. Thus faith the 
LORD of Hoſts. 4. We , «ok the Arguments 
which the LORD makes uſe of in this Verſe, to 


| prets them untothe giving of a Cordial and pre- 


ſeat 


(.3 | 
ſent Obedience unto this Call and Meſſage} | 
and theſe Argurnents arc two, which ye would ' 
do well to take noticeof, one &F 1s taken | 


from the Patience of GOD, another is taken ' 


from the Promiſe of GOD. T hat which is 
taken from the Patience and Forbearance of 
GOD. lyes in the firſt Words of the Verſe ( yet 
now) attcr ſo long a foreflowing and negle@ of 
the Work in you; (as if the LORD would jay) 
and after ſo long Patience ana Fotbearance in 


mac, it concerns you to fall upon this Work | 
that I call you to, | might have come and de- | 


ſtroyed you after | brought you our of Babylon, 
for yovr unanſwerablencſs ro My Command, 
yct have I forborne and firetched out My Pa- 
tience towards you, and put a new opportunity 
in your hands, and given you a new Call, 
ought not My former Patience and Forcbecar. 
ance, and My preſent Goodneſs to lead you ro 
Repentance, to mourn over and redreſs the 
wrongs that you haye been formerly guilty of. 

The lecond Argument that he backs this Call 
withall , is in the laſt wordsof the Texte, and 
that is the promiſe ot bis being with them in this 
undertaking , For I am with you ſaith the LORD 
of Hoft s. 

Fly. We have this meſſage delivered with a 
double note of attention, to the leading men in 


Church and Stare, ( perſons to incident to be 
hee dick 


Cas, OCT OO - 
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heedleſs ) importing no leſs than this, that ic 
concerned ſuch as them at this verie Junfture, 
| to giye ready Obedierice ro GOD's Call, to ke 
| Zealous, and {oa good example, to al} the pe, 
: ople under them: this note of attention calls a}l 
| totake ſpecial noticeoft GOD's Meſſenger now 
| unexpededly ſent to them, and allo of the mel- 
' ſage that he carries. 
And then in the laſt place we bave this remar- 
keable, Thus faith the LOR D.,thrice repeared, 
' the deſign of which I take to be this to clear , & 
confirm them in this call, as if che Prophet Hag- 
| gai had ſaid, it is not my meſſage, a ſick-brain fancie, 
 } or notion of mine, but it is the command of 
» |} JEHOVAH the Lordof Hoſts. 
I might obſerye from theſe words ſeveral 
things : AS 
{ 1.) That the People of GOD may be cal- 
led by a wonderful caſt of Providence, and an Ex- 
traordinary Hand of GOD, out of great trouble 
and affliction, to carrie on a work of Retor- 
mation , and yet when they are moſt clearly 
called toit, it may meet with great Rubbs and 
and impediments : Youlſee they were called to 
this, and yet it mcets with great oppoſition; and 
they alſo notwithſtanding of GODS Call, were 
careleſs and ſuperficial in proſecuting this ſs 
oreat, ſo neceſſaric, and ſo profitable a work. 
( 21ie.) I might obſerye this, That the LORD 
takss . 
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Wu 
takes ſpecial notice of H-s people 5 how they 


mon precious opportunities for His glory,his | 
C 


Churches good, and the advancement of Reli. 

ion which are put in their hands, and therefore 
- ſends this Prophet Haggei to teproye their 
bypaſt diſobedience and negligence , and to a- 
waken them to their dutie for the future. But 
the main Do@rine which I rake ro comprehend 


the very {cope of the words 13 thiss That it is the | 


dutie of all ranks of people in a land , torbe firong and 
join cordiallie , and unanimonſlie together to carrie on a 
begun work of Reformation, when the LORD eminently 
calls theme. to it + promiſes to be with them in it. And 
this is the DoE&rine, that through the LORDS 


Affitance, I purpoſe roftand on, in profecut- | 


ing whereof , [ ſhall follow this method. 

i, Toſhewyou what is meant here by, (be 
ſtrong.) and that 1 ſhall dofirſt poſitively, ſhew- 
ing what it truely imports. 2. Negativclie, 
what ic prohibices. : 

In the next place, I ſhall give you the Rea- 


ſons of the doftrine , why all ranks of perlons ; 


in a Land, ſhould be ſtrong and join cordially 
rogether , to carrie on a begun work of Refor- 
marion, when the LORD eminently callsthem 
toit, 

And laſtly, 7 ſhall give you the uſe of all; 
This is the work that lycs bctore me. rs 
ncn 
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Cl 
then by Being ffrong, 1s poſitively ; and plainly” 
meant in Scripture phraſe, to take courage and 
reſolution , that perſons of all ranks , whom 
e GOD callsto his Service , ftiould put on cot. 
r | rage and ceſolution , eſpecially ſuch as GOD 


j- | ſers up in publick Offices ; Ye may ſcethis clear 
It | in the cale of Foſhna, in his ficſt chapter, verſe 
d | 9, When the LORD calls furth Johns to inftall 


& | himin a publick Office , which he was ro ma- 
d | nagefor bringing the People of GOD through 
s | Jordan, out of the wildernels, and to bring them 
y - to the poſleſſion of Eanaen, and togo before 
4 them as their Captain General in the Warrs, 
$: by which they were to execute GODS threatned 
-- | judgements in deſtroying theſe Nations that 
| were accurſed, and were to meet with manic a 
£ | bloodic Rancounter in the doing thereof z how 
'- | dorsthe LORD in order to all this, encourage 
n Foſhua, in this 9 verſe, Have uot I conimanded thee 3 
Be ftrong, and of @ good courage , be nit afraid , nei- 
ther be thou diſmaid, for the LORD thy GOD is with 
's | thee, whitberſeever thou goeft . Magiſtrarcs are to 
y | be men of courage , Exod. 18. 2 t. Theu ſhali((aith 
.. | the LORD to Moles, 3 provide thee able men , out 
41 of all the people, ſuch as fear GOD, meh of truth, bat- 
ing eovetouſneſe. The Original word in the He- 
brew, is men of courage and ftrength ; Yea, they 
that arc in publick Office muſt not only pur on 

B courag® 


Y E.-1 
courage and reſolution, but they muſt evidence 
it in ih- right management of the truſt put in 
their hafiils Neb.miah chap, 6. 11. Should ſuch a 
man as | flie, Nay , I'will neither fear, nor flee, 
but ſtand it our againſt Sanballat, andall his 
Complic:s , and all their power , th:ir ſcoffs, 
their threats, their plots , this was the Anſwer 
he gave to {uch as were telling him ſuch tright- 
fall ſtories, That the Enemies would he too 
ſtrong for him, that they would runn him and 
that work down , that he was come from Ar 
taxerxes with a new Commitſhon to propagate 
and cariic on; but he puts on Courage and Re- 
ſolution as an Antidote againſt all theſe Fears : 
E lay, That perions that are Magiſtrates and Mi- 
n:ters, and ſuch.as have a publick Truſt com- 
mitted ro chem by the LORD, ſhould be men of 
great courage, eſp:ciallie in 2 time when Refor- 
mation and Icmple-work 1s in hand, as in my 
"Tet; 

Szmwuel was a man of courage, 1 Sam. 15. 25. 
to the Zo verle, when he told King Sax7piainlic 


wy s 


his fins, And That GOD bad rejeted bim therefore, | 


and rent the Kingdom frem him. | 
Eljah allo was a man of great Reſolution and 
Courage, as you may lce in that conference be- 


tween Obadiab and him, 1 Kings +8, yer. 15. &c. | 
. And when he told a threatning Abab, ver. 18. * 


That 
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That it was he and his fathers houſe that troubled 
Iſrael, in that be had forſaken the LORD and follow- 
ed Baalim. | 

And the Pricſts of the LORD were men of 
Courage; 2 Chron. 26. 17, +8: when they reliſted 
King Vzziab,invading the Churches privile.iges 
 2/v, I rake this to be meant by ( he ſtrong and 
work) to be Livelie, ACtive, and diligent, in 
the work which they were now called to by the 
LORD, that they not only have-a fittedneſs for 
their work, but that they be faith({ull and dis 
ligent in the diſpatch of it, and indeed I find 
that the Wiſe man. Eecleſe g: 10. does com- 
mend diligence & aCivitie in all a mans lawful 
buſineſs in the world: Whatſcever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with all thy might, &e. How much 
more commendable mult it be, to be ative 
and diligent in the great concernments of GOD 


and of His Houſe, and Glorie, that mult be a 


thing much more regarded than the concerns of 
our own houſes; And that 1/t becauſe the mar. 
ters of God are preferable to our matters, that 
1s the thing, that ſhould be uvon the heart, and 
Conſcience, and affeCtions of everie perſon, "| 
publick truſt, they ſhould fer the matters of 
GD toremoſt, 'like thoſe perſons, Pſal: 137 
vert 5, G. If 1 forgetthee, O Zion, If {prefer not thee, 
to my chief Joy , let my,right hand forg+t ber cunning ;, 
| B 2 and 


; | \ 
courage and reſolution, but they muſt evidence 
it in ih: right management of the truſt put in 
their hafuis Neb:miah chap, 6. 11. Should ſuch a 
man as | flie; Nay , I'will neither fear, nor flee, 
but ſtand it out againſt Sanballat, and all his 
Complicts , and all their power , thzir ſcoffs, 
their threats, their plots, this was the Anſwer 
he gave to {uch as were telling him ſuch tright- 
fall ſtories, That the Enemies would he too 
ſtrong for him, that they would runn him and ” 
that work down, that he was come from Ar 
zaxerxes with a new Commiſhon to propagate 
and cariic on; but he puts on Courage and Re- 
ſolution as an Antidote againſt all theſe Fears : 
I fay, That perions that are Magiſtrates and Mi- 
n:Fers, and ſuch. as have a publick Truſt com- 
- mitted ro them by the LORD, ſhould be men of 
greatcourage, eſpzc1allie in 1 time when Refor- 
mation and Temple-work is in hand, as in my 
Text, 

Samuel was a man of courage, 1 Sam. 1 5. 25. | 
to the Zo verie, when he told King Sax/piainlic | 
his fins, And That GOD bad rejetted bim therefore, | 

and rent the Ringdom from him. | T4 
Eljah allo was a man of great Reſolution and | 
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Courage, as you may ſee in that conference be- 

tween Obadiab and him, [ Kings ;N. yer, I 5. &c. j 
. And when he told a threatning Abab, yer. 18. | 
That 
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That it was he and his fathers houſe that troubled 
Iſrael, in that be had forſaken the LORD and follow- 
ed Baalim. | | 

And the Pricſts of the LORD were men of 
Courage; 2 Chron. 26, 17, 48: when they reliſted 
King UVzziab,invading the Churches privileges 
 2/v, | rake this to be meant by ( be ſtrong and 
work) to be Livelie, Aftive, and diligent, in 
the work which they were now called to by the 
LORD, that they not only have-a fiitedneſs for 
their work, but that they be faith(ull and dis 
ligent in the diſpatch of ir, and indeed I find 
that the Wiſe man. Eecleſs g: 10. does com- 
mend diligence & a{tivitie inall a mans lawful 
buſineſs in the world: Whatſoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with all thy might, &e. How much 
more commendable mult it be, to be aCtive 
and diligent in the great concernments of GOD 


and of His Houſe, and Glorie, that mult be a 


thing much more regarded than the concerns of 
our own houſes; And that Ift becauſe the mar. 
ters of God are preferable to our matters, that 
1s the thing, that ſhould be uvon the heare, and 
Conſcience, and affeCtions of everie prion, "| 
publick truſt, they ſhould (er the matters of 
G()D toremoſt, 'like thre perſons, Pſal: 137 
vert 5, ©. If I forgettbee, O Zion; If [preferr not thee, 
to my chief foy , let my,right hand forget ber cunning ;, 
| B 2 and 
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#nd let my tongue eleave to the roof of my month. 

Secondly. This diligence and AQivieie for 
GOD and his matters with which we are entruſ- 
red, is the diligence that brings in the greateſt 
Reward: though alace ir is little believed; there 
arc many of you that hears me this day, that 
if you would lay out your {elves in places and 
ſtations for GOD and his work, it would brin 
you a greater reward, than you arc aware of, 
and you will be made to ſee that your negle& 
in this thing will be of dreadfull conſequence at 
the long run, and that the perſuite ot the things 
of the world, which divert you from this main 
buſineſs, will bring you no comfort, and be of 
no {ignification, except it be to diſquiet your 
conſcience, and increaſe your torment. 

Thirdly , From this conſideration, People 
of all Ranks ſhould be moved to greatFaithful- 
neſs, Attivity and Dilligence in the Matters of 
GOD, becauſe the Enemies that oppole this 
Work, are very diligent, lively and aQive, 
Pſal: 35. Ig. Verſe, But mine Enenties are lively, 
and they are ftrong, and they that bate me wlly 
are multiplyed The Godly man complains here 
of his Enemics (you ſee ) That they were 
ſtrong and livey, but docs this diſcourage him 
Nay, but on the contrare, it awakens him 
0 a more yvigorousprofecution of his Work. 

Thirdl;', 1 his Exhortation being dire&ed " 
a 


all ſorts of Perſons, State-men, Church:men, 
and Commons (ro be ffrong and work) it calls 
all thoſe cordially to unite and joyn together to 
build up the Temple of GOD, whoſe tounda« 
tions are already laid, and chen they ſhall ac- 
compliſh the Prophefie of the latter dayes, 
Zepb: J+ 9. For then will 1 turn to the people a pure 
Language, that they may «ll call npon the Name of 
the LORD to ſerve bim with one conſent: And as 
the words are rendred in the Originall Lan: 
guage, they ſhall ſerye: the LORD with one 
houider; I ſuppoſe chat many may baye heard 

of the Father that had a great many Sons, and 
when he was going to make his Latter Will, 
he called for them, and commended unta 
them a keeping of Lloicy, and Harmony toe» 
gether in their Conyerſe and Buſineſs, which 
would greatly tend ro their Comfort and Ad- 
vantage, and to demonſtrate this to them, he 
cauled bring a Sheaf of Arrows, cloſely rycd to- 
gether, and gaye them to the Eldeſt co break, 
but he could not breake them, and {o he gaye 
them to the Younger ſuceſhyely, and they 
could not break them, but when they were di- 
vided, they were eaſily broken, ſo it is with 
Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and People in the Land; 
When they unanimouſly and cordially joyn 
together in che Work of GOD, they rout 
_ calily 
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eaſily be broken, and deſtroyed ; We ſay, vis 
wnita fortior, and Unanimity in the work of 
GOD when all joyn together as it were with 
one Shoulder without lying by, or interfeir- 
ing, or drawing back, or obſtrufting one an- 
ct1cr is a good token of a thriving work, when 
Magiſtrates make ſuch Laws as authorize only 
the truce worſhip of GOD, and take care to (ſee 
them duely execute, that ſuch as hinder uni- 
formity in Religious Worſhip may be remov- 
ed, thatlo the DoQrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, 
Government of the Houſe of the GOD ot Hea- 
ven, may be according to the Laws of the GOD 
of heaven through the whole Land : For purity 
ot Doctrine does not conſiſt in a Lawleſs Liberty 
or Tolleration for men to do, and fay what 
they pleal* in matters of Religion : But ir con- 
filts in a j»yor uniformity to Wor ſhip GOD, 
according to his own precepr, and this promiſe 
(they ſhall all ſerve the LOK D with one Conſent) 
which was calculate for the latter days: $80 
much then you {ee 1s implyed in this Exhorta- 
tion ( be ſtrong ) viz: Courage and Reſolution, 
AQtivity and D:ligence, with Unity and Har- 
mony. 

' In the next place I come to ſhew you nega- 
tively what this Exhortation \be ftrong) prohi- 


bics, or what is not meant by it, As 1. It for- 


bids 


\ Ta 


bids timorouſneſs, for men to be poſſeſſed with & 


a humane or (laviſh fear, that keeps them back 
from «heir Duty to GOD, and H is Work in 
cheir Ztation , this isa thing very unbecoming 
to ſuch as arc Zerubbabels, Foſhnes,and Nehemrabs, 
ſhould ſuch perſons as they tear, Whom had 
they to be affraid of, but curſed Canaenites, and 
\uch as were no better in after Generations : 
What could Nebemiah and thele that were with 
with him be affraid of, when he was come from 
Babylon, cloathed with the Kings Lettersand Au- 
thority, in order to the carrying on of the 
forſlowed work of Reformation ; ſurcly he had 
not the King, neither the GOD of Heaven ; nor 
the boneſt parry of the Land to be affraid of, 
know none that might be a terrour to him, 
and them that were j»vncd with him bur the 
Gerizzim party, who were (infully united to op: 
poſe violently and cunningly the building of 
the Temple, and the true Worſhip of GOD, 
that they would {o gladly have deltroyed : Ler 
me ſay ic co this Honourable and High Court 
of Parliament without offence, and in all Hu- 
mility, what have vou to beaffraid of, thar 


"you ſhould be Faint hearted in the Work of 


GOD {vrely i: cannat be of the GOD ot Hea- 


yen, nor of our Gracious King and Queen, nor 


of the Proteſtant Princes abroad, nor ot ſuch 
as 


n- 


as are ttue Proteftants at home ; ſure all theſe 
wiil be Cordial triends to our carrying onthe 
Work of Reformation, and when ye haye all 
thele on your fide, you may well be ftreng, and 
pur on Courage and Retolution,for you have a 
mighty great backiog : Burt ot whom are you 
indeed aftraid? ls it of the Pope, or of the 
French King, and his Allies, or is ic of the Geriz- 
zim party of theſe Lands, Thar they get up 
theit head again, and that ye and your Poſte- 
rity, and Eſtates be ruined > Surely the Mid- 
wives of Zzgypt will riſe up in Judgement againſt 
you, who were in worſe Circumſtances then 
you are, and yet were not affraid of the wrath 
of the King, bur even over the Belly of Dange- 
rous Laws befriended the Children of 1ſrael : 
How much more ſhould ye whom GOD in his 
Providence has raiſed up tro Midwive out the 
Churches deliverance , and ate under the ter- 
rour of no bad Laws, to frighten you from 
your work: Pur on Courage and Reſolution 
to help your Travelling Mother the Church, to 
bring forth the Man-Child of a Glorious Refor- 
mation, and then I may promile ye ſhall be 
bleſſed as theſe Midwives were, Exod. I. 21. 
Of whom it is (aid, becauſe they feared the LORD, 
be made them houſes : T hat is he preſerved, and 


Increaſed, Propagatcd, and Enriched them ang 
their 
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their Familys. Will you read & belieye that 
Scripture, Iſaiob JI. 12, 13. veties, compared 
with che 7 verſe, I even ] am be, that comforterh 
you, who art thou that thou ſhouldeft be afraid of 8 
man that ſhall die, and of the ſon of man that ſhall 
be made as graſs, and forgetteff the LORD thy Maker, 
Who bath ſtretched forth the Heavens , and laid the 
foundations of the Earth ? And batt feared continualie 
everie day , becauſe of the furie of the opprefſour, as if 
be were readie 20 deſtroy , and where is the furie of 
the oppreſſour. And verie 7. Fear ye not the reproach 
of men,neither be afraid of their revilings.For verſe 8. 
The Moth ſhall eat them like a Garment, and the 
Worms ſhall eat them like Wool, but my Righteouſneſs 
ſhall be for ever, and my Salvation from Generation to 
Generation. But if theſe Enemies were never (6 
formidable, and numerous. Let me beſpeak 
you as the Leaders of the Philiftins did their 
Armic,I Sam: 4: g. O Beftrong and quite your ſelves 
like men; do your duty with Reſolution , Gou- 
rage, and Faithfulneſs, and the LORD ſhal be 
wich youto deliver the Land from theſe T ask- 
Maſters: But if ye be not ftrong, &c: then you 
may provoke GOD to let us fall before the Phi. 
liftins, even at Ebenezer, verſe 1. and 2. The 
place where GOD Has hitherto helped, will 
you take that prophetical Encouragement for 


the latter dayes to animate youto the work, 
Dan: 
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Dan. T1. J2. For tbo ſuch ar do wickedly againſt the 


Covenant, be Corrupted by Flatteries, yet the F eople | 


that know their GOD (pall be flrong and do Fxplonts : 
And if there be ſtill any of you falſe and faint- 
hearted, 1n the Matters of GOD and the King, 
then I Procloim Gid-ons Proclamation , Fudges. 
7. 3. Whoſuver is fearful and afraid, let him return 
and depart early from mount Gilead : And that Pro- 
clamation , Demt: 20. and 8 veile 3 And who 
#s there that is fearful and faint-hearied, lt bim go 
and returs unto his beuſe, let bis Brethrens Heart 
faint as well as his Heart. 

Secondly, T his Cail, bs ftrong and work, thrice 
repearcd, and thrice backed with, Thus [aith the 
LORD, prohibites ali fuurher delay of the mat- 
ter, this People had done it too too long- You 
that are Magiſtrats, Miniſters, and people would 
delay this buſineſs no longer, tor by ſo doing : 
1. You diſcourage friends, and begers many 
fears in them, and doubtings what may be the 
Iflue of ſuch delays, and whether this begun 
work will thrive or nor, and this cannot but be- 
ct a great deal of ſorrow in the hearts of the 
oaly, 

Secondly. T his giycs great encouragement to 
the opp. ſite partie, and puts a further opportu- 
nitic in their hands,to gather toa greater ſtrength 


againk the preſent work, to marr it, and if they 
could 
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| could to overturn it: yea your fears and back- 
wardneſs gives the enemiesto take greater heart 
and Courage: Therefore let me ſay to you as 
{ the Gibeonites d1d to Foſhua, chap. IO, G. Slack 
| not thy hand, from thy ſervants, come up to us quickly 
and ſave us, for all the Kings of the Amorntes, that 
dwell in the mountains are guthered together againſt us. 
You ſee the (ad effefts of a ſhort delay, Exod: 
22, I. When Moſes ſtayed but fourty days u- 
pon the mount, the people tell ro Idolatrie, and 
what if your lingring to bring us out of the {ad, 
I had almoſt ſaid,Sodom like ftate, that we have 
roo long been into; draw down remarkeable 
Judgements on us, as it did on that people. Gem 
19, 1G, 17 ver: andare there not many of the 
people of GOD crying our, as it is Fudges 5, 28. 
Why are his Chariot wheels ſo long of coming. 
Thirdly, i his Call in my Text (beftrong,&c.) 
prohibits a Laiſh careleſneſs, and a Galhos un- 
concernednels in the great matters amongſt 
your hands, and callsfor Seriouſneſs, Wiſdom, 
a..d diligence in the managing of ſo great a 
Truſt, and not to be like that Peo le, of whom 
ir was (aid, they dwelt careleſly, Judges 18, 27, 
They were a quiet and (ecure people, and the Danites 
came u)on them, and burnt their City with fire: Ye 
know Gallios Charafter, Ads 18. 17. verſe, 
He cared for none of theſe things: And 1s there 
any 


= 

any thing ander Heaven, that we ſhould be ſo much 
- eancerned about, Of careful of, as the Work of GOD 
committed toxs. And Magiltrates, and all other 
perſons concerned would often Remember , 
that as it is Great . Truft, that is committed to 
them, ſo they muſt Anſwer for the right or wrong 
[ansgement of it before an Impartial Judge , 
which fhould make us to endeayour ſo to at 
in our Station, as we may be approyen, and 
accepted of him in that day. But peradyenture 
this Argumeat will bave greater weight with 
many, GOD tn His Proyidence, hath put our 
Religion, Libertys, and Properties in one bot. 
rom, and he mult have been very blind that 
did not ſee, that when our Religion was almoſt 
gone, our Liberties and Propercies were follow- 
1og bard, and running the ſame fate, the one 
was going with the other. Therefoxe we would 
do weil co have a (pecial reſp:& to, and care of 
the Work of GOD, now while we are called 
to recoyer it, and eſtabliſh it, for ir is the {ureſt 
mean, for preſcrying our Liberties and pro- 
pertics, andif we neglett the one, GOD may 
be provoked, to permite our Encmics co Robbe 
us of all. 

Fourthly, This Exhorcaticn ( be ſtrong ) ſeeing 
it calls ( as we haye {aid ) tounitic and Harmo- 
nic)ſoon the other hand it prohibices Magiſtrats, 
Muniftcxs 
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| Miniſters & page tofall into diyiſfions and fac- 
' tions; for that will indeed make them weak, & 
| ſo mar, & retard the work they are called to,lf 
Satan &his icſtrurnents can makeGODS Mintfers 
and people, to differ and claſh among themſel- 
yes, they know it will prove a aotable mean to 
| forſlow the work of GOD among your hands 
| dividees impera isa Stratagem ſtill made uſe of in 
| all Ages; and it is not out of faſhion yet, and O 
that we may not have no more reaſon to lament 
| the diviſions of our Rewben, Piz; ( our rulers 
as the firſt born were ) with that Lamentatien, 
with which Deborah and Barak Lamented their 
diviſions. becauſe they came not out to help the 
LORD againſt the mighty, but abode amon 

the ſheepfolds ; when they were eminently cal- 
led, to arife and unanimouſly to appear, and 
joyn for the reviving of the Work of 60D, that 
was lying in the Aſhes, and though all the peo- 
ple of GOD in the Land were called to joyn 
with chem, from all Corners, and help them in 
this work; Yet many lurked and wichdrew,fear- 
ing that Undertaking might not proſper, and 
then if they had joyned, their Eſtates 'would 
haye been Ruined ; how was Deberab, and Be- 
rab affeed with this, as we may read in that 
doubled Lamentation, Judges, 5, 15. and 16. 
yerles, yerſe 15. For the divifions of Reuben, 


there 
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there were great thoughts of Heart, and theſe diviſions | 
the more they thought on them, were more deeply affet- 
ing & wounding therefore they muft ſigh and lament 
it over again. veric 16. For the diviſions of Reuben, 
tbere were great ſearchings of heart enquiring ( as it 
were) what might be the cauſe of theſe lamentable di- 
viſions, as alſo what might be the Cure. 

I come now to the Realons of the Doftrine, 
which ſhew you why all Ranks of people in the 
Land, ſhould be ſtrong and j»yn cordially and 
unanimouſly together to carry on a begun 
work of Reformation. | 
. * Reaſon 1. Becaule it is GODS Work ; the 
building of His Houſe, and the reforming of 
His Church from corruptions that it has been 
defiled with; is the moſt Honourable, Emi- 
neat, and ſpecial Work, that GOD calls the 
Children of men to, in this World. Daviddid 
ſee, and think irto be a very Honourable and 
Excellent Work, whcn he made {o many, and 
great preparations to bring home the Ark, 
which was fourty years out of its place : When 
he muſtered up Thirty thouſand. of the choſen 
men .of Iſrael to bring it from Kirjath Fearim : 
and we may not only (ce his fortituce and cour- 
rage in this Undertaking bur his Zeal, as ye 
have it ſet down, Pſal: 132. I will not go up to my 
bed, nor give ſleep to mine eyes, nor ſlumber to mine 
| eye lids, 


ff 
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| epe lids, till] find out a placefor the Mightie GOD 
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of Jacob. And when they cameto the Ark, 
you ſee what is their ſupplication, Verſe 8. 
Ariſe, O LORD to thy reſt; We are come to 
carrie GOD back again, ( ſo to ſpeak) and the Ark 
ot GOD, that has been ſo long out of the Land, 
and out of the SanQuary, we fee allo how glad- 
ly, he would have ben at the building of the 
Temple, and what preparations he had made 
for it, But when he {aw that the honour was te 
be conferred upon his Son Solomon, how does he 
preſs him to torwardneſs, and faithfulneſs in 
that marter. 1 Chron: 22, to the 14 Now my 
Son, The LORD be with thee, only the LORD give 
thee Wiſdom and Underſtanding ; and give thee Charge 
concerning Iſrael, tbat thou mayeſt keep the Law of the 
LORD thy GOD, then ſhalt tho proſper if thou takeſt 
heed to fulfil the Statutes and Judgements, which the 
LOR Deharged Moles with concerning Iſrael; Be ſtrong, 
& of goodCourage,dreadnot nor be diſmayed: 
So that you {ee what eſtimate this great and 
holy man, put upon the work of GOD, and 
how concerned ke was about it, as the princi- 
pal buſineſs he had to do in the World , and « 
Samuel. 2 Jo. verſe: GOD hath (aid, he that ho- 
nours me, I will honour. O how dangerous 
is it, to have an opportunity put in our hand , 
to ſerve GOD, and his [nrereſt : and not to 


guide it well, and what cycr figure any of You 
may 
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may make in the World, yet you only ſignify 


fo far in the fight of GOD, as You a for him 
in your Station and Generation, and do you not 
know, that many may ſtand for a great ſlumm 
& make a' great figure in the eyes of men, thar 
will ſtand but for ciphers in Heavens Arithmetick. 

Reaſon ſecond. As it is GODs$ Wotk 
ſo he viſiblie, clearly, and eminently, calls us 
toit, and that by theſe ſix Calls. 

Firft, By the call of his word ; for the Refor- 
mation we are called to, is that which is ſuired 
unto GODS Law, contained in his written 
Word, and the LORD hath Honoured Seotland 
beyond many other Nations of the World, .in 
that he hath wricten unto us the great things of 
his Law, Hoſes, 8. 12. O that we may nor 
count them a light thing: And may it not: be 
faid of us; as Pſat 146: 1g, 20: He ſheweth bis | 
word wnto Jacob, bis flatxtes and bis Fudgements | 
ano [{rac]. Hehavth not dealt ſo with. every Nation. 
Have we then GODS Laws, His Statures,; and 
his Judgements, then certainly we have ther 
cither for ſomething, or notbing, and can they 
be given us for any thing elſc, but to direR our 
ſervice and obedience w-GOD, and is there a- 
ny of you, the honourable members of this 
Parliament, thar will make Laws and premul- 

gattthem, and would nottake it ill, if che peo? 
; ple 
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pledid not Obey : Would you not Judge ſuch 
diſobedicnt perions to the Law to be Rebells, 
and puniſh them accordingly : Of how much 
ſorer puniſhment will they be found worthy, 
that take no heed to the Laws of GOD, reycal- 
led in His Word,tbat they may giye a Conſtant 
and Conſcicatious Obedience thereunto. - 

Now the Reformation that we are called ro 
is moſt ſuitable unto this Divine Law, which 
has been, owned contended for, and witnefled 
to by the Godly party in the Land, and that 
of all Ranks both while they liyed,8 when they 
dycd.and. that as rhe purcſt Reformation of any 
Proteftant Church; and this was teſtifyed many 
year ago, by a great man of this Nation ; who 

lefled GOD that he was born in a Church, 
whoſe Reformation was purer then that of Eng- 
land, Of France, ot Geneva: And ſceing we have 


* | Ordinances, Means; and Opportunities again 


put in our hands : Perſonsof all Ranks had need 
to take Care to manage them fo, as we may 
give a good accompt of the Truſt committed 
ro us; Bar leaſt ] cranſgreſs too far and treſpaſs 
upon your patience. I ſhall Cloſe at this time, 
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The Second 
HAGGAI 2: 4: | 
Yet now be ftrong, O Zerubbabel, ſaith the LORD, 
be ftrong, O Joſhua, ſon of Joledech the bigb 
- --Prieft, and be ftrong all ye People of the Land, ſaith 


the LORD, and work: For 1 am with you, ſaith 
the LORD of Hofts, | 


HERE is nothing more to be la- 
mented by the Sons of Men, 
then this one thing, that we 
have ſinned our (elves unto ſuch 
a benighred and dark Conditi-| 
on, as that we can neither take 

up our danger aright to flee from ic, nor our 

Duty, and what 1s the righteſt ſeaſon for the 

right performance thereof : So that in this Caſe 

we are more to be pirtied then the beaſts of the 
field. For the Ox knoweth bis Owner, and the Aſs 
bis Maſters\Crib , But Iſrael doth not know, My Peo- 
ple doth not confider: Ifaiah,1.3.Y ca, Fer:8.7:Tea then 
the birds of the Aire, for the flork in the Heaven 


knoweth her appointed times, and the Turtle and the 
Crean 


Cran , and the Swallow, obſerve the time of ber 
eoming , but My People know not the Judgement 
of the LORD ; And is it not a great peice 
of Condeſcending Loye and Mercy in GOD, 
that whcn we neither know nox conſider our 
Wotk, nor the ſeaſon of ir, he Condeſends 


'ro ſind eMicngers ro put us in mind ofs.., 
both 3 T| « | 


his people when they proved Ne- 
gligent in the greateſt and moſt Importance 


buuneſs,in which their happineſs was folded up: 


He ſends the Propher Haggat, to tell them what 
they had to do, and what they had negleQed, 
and that if they would mourn for what Sins they 


had commited, and what duties they had ne- 


elected, & be zealous and carctul for the turure 
in anſwering and obeying what GOD called 
them unto, all bygones ſhould be bygones: ( If 
may ſo ſpeak) yet now be Strong, &c. You know 
the DoQtrine I was upon: That it is the dutie of 


''all Ranksof People ina Land to joyn Cordialiy 
-{ and unanimouſly together to carrie on a begun 


work of Reformation, when the LORI) Emi- 


-nently calls unto ir, and promiſes ro be with 


them in it. Iam come the length of the 24. 


-realon of the DoQrine, to ſhew ( this Honou- 
-rable Auditory ) that as this work, is the 
: work of GOD, ſo he doth Eminent]y call you 
+r0 it, and that firſt by the call of his word, as 


[ haye 


" TN 

I have touched: for if the Laws of Heayen given 
ro the Jewiſh "hureh, did\*obliedge chem to re- 
nounce all Ivvlarrie, and falſe worſhip, and to 
reform and worſhip GOD, precifcly according 
-to the Diyine IJaftictution, do they not equallic 
obliege us, are they not the rule in our day, as 
well asthey were in their day hyp nor given 
us theſe ſtatutes, laws and Judgements for that 
yery end, thar he gaye them tothe: Church of 
' old, which if we do we ſhall live in them, and 
which it we diſobey and deſpiſe, they will not 
a lictle contribute to aggravate our Con- 
demnation. | pi 4-750 

The ſecond Call, To cartie on a begun work 
cf Reformation, is that of eminent and re- 
matkable proyidences , when there has been 
nothing for many years, bur a imnixrure of ſad 
things to the Land, and:rhe work of GOD in 
It, carried on by the black Horſes , and ſpeckled 
Horſes, (if 1 may fay ſo) ſtrange and (ad dit- 
penſations of Providence, whereby Jacob was 
given ro the ſpoil, and Tſrael tothe Robbers, where- 
by we were brought unto the brink of the pit, & 
ready to periſh, all our expeRations failing us t1- 
pon the right and left hand, giving all up for 
loſt, hoth our Civil and Sacred concerns, that 
arfuch a nick of diſtreſs as this, the LORD 
ſhould by his wonderful proyidence raiſe up a 
Dcliverer 
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Deliverer to his own Church, another Cyrus;,Yea 
and greater then-Cyrys, to give us {uch Reyi- 
ving from out bondage, as we are Witnefles to 
this day, this is a.thing that Remarkably calls 
usto obſerye the doing of the LORD, and hee 
who ſees it not to be the doing of FEHQ- 
VAH muſt be lamentably blind: And. does not 
aur grear and Gracious King; be ſpeak you the 
Honourable Members of Parliament in the 
words that David beſpoke bis Princes. 1 Chron. 
22. 17 Verſe, To the end: David alſo. commanded 
all the Princes of I{racl to belp Solomon bis Son, 
ſaying, is not the LORD your GOD with you; and 
bath He not given you Reſt on every fide, for be hath 
given the inhabitants of the Land wnto mine hana, and 
the Land is ſubdued befortethe LORD, and before 
bis people. Verle, ig Now therefore ſet your bearer 
end your Soul to ſeekthe LORD your GOD; Ariſe 
therefore , and build ye the [anfluary of the LORD 
GOD, to bring the Arkof the Covenant of the 
LORD, and the boly Veſſels of GOD into the houſe, 
thaftir:to be built to the Name of the LORD. T bis 
is a Ching that any thinking Perſon, wien they 
ſeriouſly conſider: Cavnot buc admire, and 
fay. that this is a remarkable and Eminent call 
of the providence of GOU, to carrie on a be- 
n work of R.eformarion when ſuch an unge- 


leryed, and unexpeted opportutiity 4s. put 10 
Our 


our hands, andI am ſure nothing will make 
his Majeſtic more renowned in after Generati- 
onsot the World, than that he has keeped ſo 
juſt a proportion, between his firſt declarations 
ſor the ſaftie and good of the Proteftant Religion, 


and his future aftings; and in this he 'ARts like | 


the high and Noble Family of whom he is de- 
(cended, who have been the great PcoteCtours, 
and Propogators of the Proteftant Religion and is 
not this a new call of his Providence: that 
though we theſe years bygone, have not ſo well 
manage opportunities pur 1in our hand, for 
advancingthe work of GOD; he gives us this 
one opportunity more: For if he had not ſhewed 

is more then ordinary care theſe years bygone 
to preſerve the work that he had begun, and to 
keep the Ark in its returning from being over- 
rurned by ſpecial caſts of providence, this be- 
gun deliverance had been utterly fruſtrared,and 
ipoiled by our ill management ; bur O that 
we could admire the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
GOD (andI take it as a Token for good ) 
that he has preſerved his begun work over the 
Bellie of the cunningeſt and ſtrongeſt devices 
of adverſaries, and of the undexterous ahd 
careleſs managment of frienas. 

The t#bird Call, To carrie on the work of Re- 
formation, is from our Mother the Church of 
Seotland 


— 
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Seotlend, and that natural dutie, and tn 
kindneſs, that we owe to her, as ſuch who 1s 
not yct got out of her Ruines, ſhe calls to us 
who are her profcſ{cd Children, as the Jewiſh 
Church did of old to hers, by the Prophet 1/a- 
iab Chap: yi, 18. verſe. Is there none to guide 
ber among all the Sons whom She hath brought forth > 
is there none that taketh her by the hand, of all the Suns 
that She bath brought up? [i hey would be counted 
unvatural Childr-n,that wonld no thelp their na- 
tural Mother, that gave them a natural lite, our 
of her afflitions and diſtreſles;, how much more 
unnatural Children muſt they be, chat will nat 
helpchat Mother out of her milcries 2nd ticu- 
bles (Eſpecially when an Eminent Oppor:tu- 
nity is put in their hands) from whom they 
retend to derive a Spiritual and Eternal Life : 
hey that refuſe ro do this, they evidence them» 
ſelves to be baſtards, and not true ſons of the 
Church. Thele perions hearts arc like to thar 
| Mother, that {aid to King Solomon, ſhe would 
have bim to divide the Child, but the true Mother 
was of another Sentiment, who ſaid I would ra- 
ther ye ſbould be Mather, talſc as you arc than the 
Child ſhould be divided 5 And by this ſhe dil- 
covered her natura!l Aﬀe&tion. I ſay then, we 
Evidence,our {clves to be Baſtards, and not truc 


Children of the Church, that aic nor for ad- 
Yancing 
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vancing the work of the Houle of G OD, for 
ſetting up all the Pillars and Ordinances there- 
of. The DoAarine, Diſcipline, Worſhip, and 
Government of the Houſe of the GOD of Hea- 
ven.” accordivg to the Laws of the GOD of 
Heaven, (the work muſt not be divided) and 
doing what in us1lycs Nehemiah like,for thatend, 
he was a man concerned in the City of: his 
GOD, and ſepulchres of his Fathers that were 
lying waſt, he wasa man that ſought the well- 
fare of Ifrael, And what did he 2 I will tell you 
what he did, he obtained Letters from the King 
ro Reyrrſe Letters and Orders that the Enemys 
of GOD had received for hindering of the 
building,for you will ſee in the Book of Ezra, 
Chap: 4: from the 4: verſe, That the people of 
the Land who were Gerizzim party did exceedingly 
weaken the hands of the people of Judah, and trow- 
bled them in the building. And verie} 5: They bired 
Counſellours againſt them to fruſtrate their purpoſe, 8 
thc 8, verſe gives an account who they were, 
Rebum the Chancellour, and Shimſhai the ſcribe, and 
the reft of their Companions, mentioned verſe g. 
And when they obtained theſe Letters, they 
ſoon put them in execution to marr the proſ+ 
perity of the People, and Work of GOD, as 
you ſee 1n the 23: verſe, of that Chapter, Nw 
when the Copy of Artaxerxes Letter was read ; wa 
Rebum 
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"Rebiem, and Shimſhai, the ſcribe and theirCompanie 
ons. they went up in baſte to Jeruſalem, and to the 
Jews, and made them 10 ceaſe by force and power, Oe, 
Burt honeſt atid good Nebemiab was much concer- 
ned for-this, and was at noquiet till he procur- 
ed Letters from the King, that his ſtop mighe 
be taken away, that ſtood in the way of the Res 
formation , he is made the Remarkable In- 
ſtrument to diſcover this plot, that was for 0- 
yerturning the new begun Work of GODand 
remoying the impediments, and wasnever at 
reſt till hegot the Work ſer on toot again. 
Now if the LORD in His Wondertul and 
gracious Providence, raiſe up ſome ſuch Cour- 
tier or Cup-beater in our day ( Nehemiab-like) 
when the calc of our Church, and the Work of 
GOD in the Land, runs ſo much parallel 
with this, to get the plots and Plotters diſcover- 
ed, that opoſe this begun Work of GOD.the 
Letters ranverſe, and the Impediments remoy- 
ed, and Inſtrutions from the King, tocarry 
or the begun Work of GOD ; Should not this 
be obſerved, as a new and Eminent call of 
GOD, for Clearing, Confirming, and Encou- 
raging all Ranks of people in the Land, to 
build up the Walls of theLORDS Temple a- 
mong us; And in this glafle of Providence 
may we not ſceclearly, that new Plots arc = 
| | 0 
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-old Plots, new —_ to the Work of 
GOD, like che ald Oppoſitions, and new De- 
liverances like old Deliverances. 

The Foxrth Call to carry on this begun work 
of Reformation ,, is from the Noble Examples 
and Preſidents in Scripture, who when ever the 
Providence of GOD put an opportunity in their 

hands, opened the doors of the Houie of the 
LORD, fer up che Inſtirured Worſhip of GOD 
and removed the corruprions and defitements 
that 7dolaters and others had brought unto the 
Temple, ye ce a famous Inſtance of this Wor. 
thic of our Imitation in that good King Heze- 
kiab, 2 Chrent 29; and 2: verle, He in the firſt 
Tear of bis Reign, in the fir# moneth, opened the doors 
of the houſe of the LORD , and repaired them , and 
be brought in the Priefts and the Levites and gatbered 
#bem together unto the Eaft flrees , and ſaid unto them, 
Hear me ye Levites, ſandifie your ſelves, and ſandlifie 
the bouſe of the LORD GOD of your fathers, and 
carrie forth the filtbineſs out of the bolie place. Verſe 
G. For our fathers have treſpaſſed , and done that 
which was evil in ze eyes of the LORD our GOD, 
and bave fore[aken him , and have turned away their 
Faces from the babitation of the LORD , and turned 
their backs, &e. Sccalſa what good Jeboſaphat 
and tender JFofiab did in this matter , for Re- 
coycting and Adyancing the work of Re- 
formation 
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| formation ; as they were great men, ſo they 

were greatly concerned in their day and Gene- 
ration for the Truths of GOD , for which 
they brar an honourable and ſayouric charac- 
terin all Ages , while others that were oppoſers 
. - 40x work have a black mark put upon 
raem. 

The Fifib Call, Tocarric on this work of 
Reformation, is from the eminent Apoſtaſic, 
and abounding wickedneſs, and profanitie that 
has followed thereupon in our Land; great 
back{lidings, as they call for great Repentings, 
ſo alſo for Remarkable and great Returnings ; 
eſpecially when GOD gives unto Pcop!e repea- 
red calls thereunto : and have not we had fuch 
Remarkable and Repeated Calls, both from 
_ the VVord, and eminent providences ; GOD 
has again and again ſpoken to us in that lan. 
guage that he ſpoke to His Church in the days 
of Jeremiah, as you may ſee in his third chapter 
the I, the 14, and 22 verſes, where we have the 
call for Returning thrice repeated, And O that 
the Inhabicantsof our Land might give in {uch 
an anſwer as is recorded in that 22 verſe, Retwrn 
ye backgliding children, there is the Call, and] will 
heal your backslidings, there is the motive , And 
Othat we could give in ſuch an anſwer as fol. 
lows, Behold we come unto Thee , for Thou _— 

r 


| LORD ow GOD. O ye who pretend to 'be con; 
cerned inthe work of Reformation, will. ye.{ce 
if ye can prevent Souls from going down to the 
Pit : Ler there be ſurh Laws mace and revived, 
and carctully put in execution, as may fuppreſy 
crying and abounding abominations , inconfif, 
tent with a true and through Reformation,luch 
as Sabbath-breaking, ſwearing, drunkenneſs, 
and whoredom, the predominant fins 1a our 
4 Fery cannot but draw down yengeance on 
the Land if not prevented. As alſo., all Anti+ 
chriſtianiſm errour, and ungodlineſs, and {ce+ 
ing the {ca{on of doing this is put in the: hands 
of Magiſtrates and Miniſters, if they joyn not 
together and make a right uſe of it, for the end 

en , thenit is likely to draw down that 
threatned judgement, Ezek, 24. 13. verſe, Bev 
cauſe | bave purged thee , and thou waſt not purged, 
tbou ſhalt not be purged from thy filthineſs any more , 
841] | bave cauſed my furie to reſt upon thee. And that 
judgement wich our Saviour pronounced upon 
that people who had a day and ſeaſon of Retors 
mation and Salvation given them , but they 
made ill uſc of it, and therefore you lee, Lake 
I9- 41. how He laments their folly, ( and that 
with tears,) before He pronounce their doom, 
if thow badft known even thou, at leaft in this thy day 
the things which belong unto thy peace, but now they 
are 
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are bid from thineeves. And we know not how 
ſoon the day may come , when our Enemics 
ſhall caſt a trench againſt us, and lay us and our 
Temple even with the ground, becauſe we know 
not the time of our viſitation; V Ve neyer read 
that Chriſt wept but twice , and one of them 
was atthe proſpett of the death 8& burial of His 
Ancient Spouſe, the Fewiſh Ghurch : V.Ve have 
had a:Three years and- an half Goſpel-day, 
which.1s thought to + haye been the-time that 
CHRIST the Smn of Righteouſneſs , after He ap- 
peared'to preach the Goſpel, ſhined in the Orb 
of Goſpel Ordinances unto this Church , And 
yet that day proved not the day of cheir deliye- 
Tance,: but only of their Tryal, and of ripening 


ofthenvfora more delolating firock- of Judge- 


ment. ; under whicb they ly unto. this yery day; 
And may we not be affraid that this be-our ve- 
rycaſc, for we haye had as long a ſcaſon, and 
are like as badly to improve it : And there- 
ifore I may-put this Queſtion to one 'and all of 
you to tefolye; V Vhether this bea time of try- 
-all, or atime of deliverance that we are under? 
( for ſeveral judicious Chriſtians do doubt of-it) 
But you who are the Members of this. Hono- 
rable Parliament have an opportunity to put in 
your hands, whichif you manage well , ma 


give a deciſion unto this Queſtion : * And 
that 


; 
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that you may have wildom, Courage, and Re: 
ſolution given you {o to do. 

The fixth Gall, To carric on this begun work 
of Reformation, is GOD's promile to be with 
you, whom he calls and employs in this publick 
ſervice,and this is plainly,and I may lay power- 
fully expreſt in the laſt words of the Text (fer 
F am with yew ) this isa clear and Comfortable 
promiſe, and then he backs ic with power and 


Authority, and O that ic might be ſo:upon our 


hearts, when he lays, I am with you ſaith, the 
LORD of b.fts, This rirtle JEHOVAH is thrice 
repeated, bur in the laſt place it is thus expreſt 


the LORD of hefts, which muſt import. ſome 
what wn hover the former two, and has certainly 
"a great 
-to be for removing their fears, and ſtirring'up 
'their Zeal and Courage: As if he would ſay 


aphaſis in it, the ſcope of which 1 rake 


yeare but a few & weakCompanie to undertake 
the Reformation, who have been in mifericun- 
der the Babyleniſh Captivitic, and firy furnace of 
a prolonged affiition, and fo haye not that Cou- 


'rage that is necefiarie to carry on my work : 


Bur if you would ftudy and endeavour to have 
right uptakings of mic, as the LORD of boſts, 
Stronger by far than all your Enemies, then ye 
will not be affraid rogo on in the work, when 
you ſee I am able to iecure you againſtall op- 

poſit ions 
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poſitions, And indeed right uptakings of GOD 
and his promiſed preſence: will be argument e- 
nough to pur Life 8 Courage in the moſt timor- 
ous Member of this houſe,co aft yigorouſly for 
GOD and his intreſts, when inferiour Creatures 
are backed with ſuperiour, they will put on cou- 
rage, and venter tart a cowardiy Sculdier or 
Servant when he is under a couragious Captain 
orMaſter,will be quite another thing than alone 
how much more ſhould Magiſtrats, Miniſters, 
and people be yaliant for the truth, when they 
have GOD to own them. Pſalm 118, 6, The 
LORD is on my fide: 1 will not fear what man can 
do unto me: and how ſafe and ſecure will chat 
Land 8 thatChurch,be about whom theLORD 
will be as a wall of fire; whateyer carnal rea- 
ſon may ſay to the contrair, and to have God 
nor only to be a wall ot fire round about, Bur 
ro be the Glory in the midſt of us, muſt 
be a defireable Nate, for as this will refleAt com- 
forc upon us who are lodged within ſuch blefled 
Boundarie, fo it will refle& terrour upon the 
Adverſarics, which will make them notonly 
not to come near, but to flce away as you have it; 
Pſak 48. 3. 4 5. and G Verſe. GOD is known 
in ber palaces for a Refuge. For Lo, the Kings were 
Aſſembled they paſſed by together, they ſaw it, and 
ſo they marvel. they were ——— _ 
alte 
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haſted away, fear took hold on them and paig | 
as a Woman in Trayel : And O what a Rich 
promiſe have we for ſuch aſecuricie, if we wi 
but anſwer GODS Call, and be found in our 
duric, Zecb. 2. 5, For I ſaith the Lord, will be unto 
her a wall of fire round about, end will be the glorie 
in the mdft of ber: Why ſhould . we be afiraid, 
for if weunder ſo many eminent Calls of 
EGOD.and ſo many gracious promiles of his prex 
ſence and conduR, then we are under a Captain 
General that never failed his Church,8 can ac- 
compliſh their complear deliverance, over the 
greateſt enemies that oppole it, he can lay Pha- 
reob and his Army in the deepths of the Sca,and 
divide the mighty waters that his Redeecmed 
might paſsthrough,He can make the little hills 
= great mountainsto ger out of the Way, 
Pjok 114, verſe }. The ſes [aw it, and fled, Jordan 
was driven back, , The mountarns tkipped like Rams, 
& the little bills like Lambs: why what was the mar- 
rer, could not thou, O Sca, have. kept ſtill chy 
ordinary motion and currents ? & yoa little hils 
and great mountains your ordinary. poſture -, 
and place, and have ſtopped: the deliverance 
of the Chutch our of Z#gypre, and their march 
towards Eanean? Was it the terrour of Phorach, 
and his hoſt, or of Mofes, and the armicsof 
Iſrael, that made you quite your ground, and 
giyC 
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aive way : No, no, it was for none of theſe, if 
they had nut been headed by the Mighty GOD 
of Facoh ; it was the preſence of FEHOV 4H 
that made the Earthto tremble, the depths 
dry up , and the mountains get out of the 
Churches way: verſe 5 What ailed thee, O 
thou Sea, that thou fl:4deſt ? Thou Jordan, that thou 
waſt driven back ? Verſe G6. Ye mountains that ye 
ripped lthe Rams, and ye little bills ike Lamb? ver. 7. 
Tremble thou Earth, at the preſence of the LORD, at 
the preſence of the GOD of Jacob. What need you 
feax crhen to throw down the Groves 2 Repair 
GODS Altar, and build His uſe, Gideon, and 
Nebemiab like , when the LORD of Hoſts 15 
with you : may you not clearly {:c , that your 
help is 11 the Name of the Lord , but your fear 1s 
in the name of man! Are you Zerubbabels, Jo- 
ſhuas, and Nebemiahs > Perſons in publick I rult 2 
then ye ought to carry like God, becauſe ye are 
in God; place, And carry by your Offices that 
Title in rhe World , Pſal. 82. 6. 7/aid ye ore 
Gods, &c, And among other chings ye ſhould 
relemble Him in Couraye, and Holineis , arc. 
none of the leaſt. What a viie fight 15 1t to lee 
a drunken god ! or a ſwearing god! (if I may (0 
expreſs it) And how unbecoming a thing 15 it 
allo to ſee a trembling god ! You that 01g1t te: 
be aterrout to others, avd would be ſo, it you 
manage? 
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manage that Office and Truſt aright, with that 
Courage, Reſolution, and Boldnels, yer when 
you faint 1n4t , in order to the work of God, it 
{ayes that other perſons, and inferiours toogarc 
a terrour to you. 

Now for removing of this diſtemPfer of Hu- 
mane arid {layiſh fear , that Courage and Reſo- 
lution may take 1ts place. Let me recommend 
this one Remedie unto one and all of you, e- 
ſpecially fuch as ſtand in publick Office, and ir 
Is a cure with a( probatum eſt ) tryed, and left 
ro Mapiſtrates, and Minitters,by that great man 
Moſes, Heb. 11. 27. verſe, it is ſaid there, He 
feared not the wrath of a King , as ſeeing Him who 
is inviſible: And yet any might think he had 
great rea(on to b: afraid of ſo potent an Ent» 
mic, who with his Anceſtours had detained the 
Church in bondage for four hundred years,and 
ſoit is like queſtioned neither his power , nor 
his right to detain them ; But the TI ext rells you 
what was theAntidore againſt this fear Viz. That 
by F aitb be ſaw Him who is inviſiblezbis faith was at 
work in heaven to get God (0 counſel, aſſift, 8 (trengtb- 
en him , while his hands were at wotk on 
Earth, to relieve the Church and people of 
GOD from their Long and ſore Bondage, I 
wiſh that all the great Ones of the Land, and 
e{pecially luch as are 1n publick Office had the 
xercile of tis Faich, by which they yy 
kaKcr 
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take up the Almighty power of God, and his B- 
very where Preſence, that ſo their fears and faint- 
heartedneſs, might be removed, if Moſes had 
been poſſeſſed with many peoples fears in owr day; 
it's like he would haye made an A of Com- 
pichenſion, and Compounded with Pherogh, 
and {o marred the Churches deliverance :+ This 
was the Remedie, that good Hezekiab alſo 
made ule of, to encouradge his SubjeAs and 
Souldiers, againſt the fears and threats of a very 
bold and hufke Adverſaty, as you may read 
2 Chron: 32. Verle 7. Be ftronz and Conragious, 
be not afraid, nor d.ſmayed for the King of Aſſyria, nor 
for all the multitude that is with bim: for there is moe 
with us then with bim. Verſe 8. With him is an 
arm of fleſh, but with us is the Lord our God to help 
#5, and to fight our battels. And while he made 
uſe of this excellent Remedy, for their Sup- 
port and Encouragement, under {ſuch ſad Cir- 
cumſtances,how {uccesful was it.for the relief of 
the (pirirs of that people: Theretore it is ſaid in 
the Latter part of the &. Verſe, The Peoplereſted 
themſelves pon the words of Hezekiab King of Judah. 
But did this great King, aud his people reſt 
{o upon the LORN, as to neglect the uſe of 
Ordinary means? No, for we ſee Verle 5. That 
be ftrengtbned himſelf, by the uſe of all outward 
means, and built wp all the wall that was broken, 
and he rai[edit wp to the Towers, and another wall 
2 withos 
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without, and repaired Millo in the City of David, arid 
made Darts and Shields in ahandance. And verſe 
G. He ſet Captains of warr over the People, and ga- 


thered them topether to bim in the ftreet of the gate of 


the City: And yer he counted all theſe outward 
lawful means, but as a Qaick ſand in compari- 
ſon, for you ſee in the 7. and 8. verſes, which 
we have read, he dropt his main 4nchor upon 
the ROCK uf Ages; And the iflue declared 
that he was no looſer thereby. 

Il come in the next place ro the uſe of the 
Dottrine. And fir{l, It reproves one and all of us, 
in the different, Stations, Offices, and Circumſtances 
that we are into, for our negligence and unconcerned. 
neſs in earrying on this work of God, when ſuch @ rich 
occaſion, and eminent call has been put in our hands. 
Bur it we will mourn for our bygone negli- 
gence, and amerd our wayes for the future, 
and fall vigorouſly to this Reformation Work 
which my Text calls usto; then we may expect 
that God will pardon byp ſt negleAs, when he 
ſees our future faithfulueſs and diligence. 

The ſecond Uſe ir, To Exhort one and all of 
you, Eſpecially che embers of rhis Honourable 
and High Court of Parli:ment, caretully to ſer 
ab »ut this b-gun work of Reformation, and to take 
notice of Geds call to you this day, for this end 
and purpole: For, it | know any thing of the 

mind 


FF TY SR ON WY —_— R—Y _ 


PF we 


( 
mind of GOD, this is the Meſſage he hascom- 
manded me to deliver you, and what obedience 
ye giveta it, the Divine Eye will certain ly 
oblerye: And if ye will anſw:r Gods ca' arigbt, 
there isa fixfovld Ref 'rmotion, that all cf us in 
our Stations muſt enJcavuur, 

The Firt is, Perſonal Reformation. which 
God call; fr at the Hands of every pe: ſon in pat- 
ticular, Fzeck; 18. Verle Jo. Fefent and turn 
your ſelves from all your Tra ſgreſſiuns, ſo iniquity 
ſhall not be your ruine. And vetic Jt. Caſt away 
from you, all your trarſ:refſions, whereby ye have 
tranſgreſſed, and make you a new H.art, and a new 
Spirit ; for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrazl> And 
this perſonal Reformation 1s not orly come 
marnded in the 0!d, but allo in the New Tefta- 
ment, 2 Cor: 7J:' 1: Let us cleanſe our ſelves from 
all filthine}s of the fl:ſh and ſpirit, perfeflirg Holineſs 
in the fear of God, Heb: 12. 1. Let us lay afide 
every weight, Tea, and our predominant fins that ſo 
eaſily beſet us : All which Scriptures teils us, both 
the neceſſity of this Reformation, and the c1t- 
ficulty of it, which ſhould awaken us unto 
great diligence and care there abour. 

And as this perſonal Reformation is Com- 
manded of GOD. (o it 1s Commanded r » others 
by thoſe that have tryed it,and found the good 
of ir themſelyes : as David cid to his Son Solo- 
mon 
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men, and his Princes, 1 Chron. 22. Ig. Now | 
ſet vour heart, and your Soul to ſeekthbe LORD your | 
GOD: And it is recorded to the Commendati- | 
on of Fehoſophat , 2 Chyo: 20, That he ſet bim- 
ſelf to ſeck tbe LORD Kings, Nobles, Geatrie, 
Minilters and others, wiitl be bad Reformers 
of ſuch asare under their Charge, who ſeek 
not th? LORD themſelves: O that our Cloſets, 
our Conſciences , and our Converſations 
might be witneſſes ro our PerſonalReformation; 
It is clear enough from Scripture, that the 
LORD may make ule of great Perſons for the 
Church, and Ciildren , who yer may be | 
Strangers uno perſonal Reformation them- | 
{clves, as Jehu and Fe were bur one of the beſt 
morivesto make perſons in publick truſt, care- 
full for the Reformation of others, is to be 
truely Reformed themlelycs, 

A Second Retormation which we ſhould en- 
deavour 1n our ſtation, and that is Family Re- 
tormation what an Excellent patern,does David 
lay before us for this, Pſal: 101. Particularly 
the 97 Verſe, He that worketh in deceit, ſhall not 
dwell in my Houſe. And how is Abraham com- 
mended by the LORD tor this thing? Gen. 18 
I9 Verſe. For I know him that he will Command his 
houſeb»|d after him , and they ſhall keep tbe 
way of the LORD. O what a heavie Reckoni ng 
! Wi 
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will many Maſters of Families and Parents meet 
with, tor their negle& of chis art the great day, 


| beſides the Judgements that it draws down upon 


them, and their Familics in this World : one 
Inſtance whereof ye have, not to name others. 
Zech. 14. 17 Verſe: And it ſhall be, that wboſo 
will not come up of all the Families of tbe Earth unto 
jerulalem. t worſhip the King, the LORD of Hts, 
even upon them ſhall be norain. Which tclls us, 
that perſons and families who make no Conlci- 
ence to attend upon the publick Inſticured wor- 
ſhip of GOD, ir isto be teared that they are 
ſtrangers to a perlonal and family Reformation 


at home; whereas perſons that make Conlci- 


ence of family Reformation will not dare ro 
flight and neglc@ the publick Inflicured worſh- 
ip of GOD. 

A Third Reformation * That we ſhould endea:- 
your 1n our ſtations , and that is San@rarie Refor- 
mation , Hezekiab 15 an excellent pattern in this, 
who himſelt ſet about it ſo timeoutlic, 2 Chron: 
29. 3. veric, In the firſt year of bis reign, in the fir(t 
moueth did be open the doors of the bouſe of the Lord, 
#nd commanded the rubbiſh 30 be takgn ont , and ſet up 
Prieſts and Officers therein , and gave them a ſtrift 
charge to mind their work,; Lamenting the defile- 
ments and corruptions that had crept into it - 
To thisI may add ihe necc{lty and proficable- 
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neſs of Ur-iverſicies and Choo! Reformation, a | 
thing greatly neceſſaric 13 order to Sarftuary 
and publick Retormar1:1 , For where Semina- 
ries of Learning ate rai red , they prove the 
Bane of the Chutch, and State alſo. 

. A Fourth Reformation, T hat we ſh:n1d endea- 
vour in our Stations, 1s Judieatorie Reformation, 
That all the Judicatories in the Land, from the 
higheſt ro the loweſt, may be rctormed : for 
upon ſearch it will be found that many of them 
arc not filled with {uch perlons, as have ſcund 
principles dilpoſing them to Advance the 
preſent work of Retormation, neither true Joys» 
altic to their Majeſtics , nor afl«Qtion to the 
Eſtabliſh!d Government, Great care therefore 
ſhould be raken by the ſupream Fudicatorie of this 

ation, that truth which is fallen in our ſtreets, 
& Judgemeut,may be ra1icd to their feet again, 
And that the in1quitie, oppreflion, and Injul- 
tice, for wuichthe Land mourns, may be re- 
moved, and we may have no more occaſion for 
that Complaint, Iſa: 5g. 14, 15+ verſes, And judge- 
ment is turned away backward, and Juſtice ftandeth 
efarr f, for Truth is fallen in tbe ſtreets, and E- 
qaity cannot enter : You in whom is lojged the 
Supream Power, would take care, that the 
poor, who bang t© long on, and cannot get 
Lacir Caule diiculled , may get Juſtice _—_— 
c 
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; ed ſpeedily, and that without pattiality.' 

' 5h, You ſhould allo take ſpecial Care, of 
M:litarie, or Armic Reformation, that fuch 
Officers only get and keep their Commiſſions |, 
as are true to the Eſtabl:ſh?d Government : 
You have had (ufficient warnings of theſe things 
already, ro make you watry 1n time coming, 
but | muſt freely tell you that friendſhip Inte- 
reſt, and Covetouſneſs doth often ſpoile theſe 
things, 

Laftly, You are called in your Stations, to 
mind a National Reformation, that the LORD 
may be worſhipped according tothe preſent E- 
ſtabl:ſhed Government (which is moſt {tiitable 
to the Word of GOD, and to which we ſtand 
greatly obliedged) from the one End unto the 
other, accordirg to the Example of good Je- 
hoſophat, 2 Chron: 1G: 4: And Jeboſophat dwelt 
at feruſalem, and be went out again through the peo« 
ple, from Beerſheba to Mount Ephraim, end brought 
them back unto the LOK#D GOD of their Fathers: 
Your Care and Zral in this Matter would 
make you bear that excellent name in future 
Ages; The repaivers of the Breach of the Ghurch 
of $eotland, and the reſtorers of the Paths to dwell in, 
Iſs. 58: 12: This would bea mean to prevail 
witcn the LORD to come and dwell among us, 
| and 
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and fill his Houſe with his Glory. Magiſtrates | 
ſhould command it, Miniſters ſhould preach ir, 
the People ſhould pray for ic, and Souldiers | 
oycrſce it, where it isneedful: Anditall per- 
ſons concerned would a&t Cordially and unani- 
mouſly with Reſolution and Couradge 1n their 
ſeyeral Stations, as they are called and Em- 
ployed : I doubt not bur our Land might yer 
- called FEHOVA Shamma, the LORD is 
4cre, | 

But that I may ſhut up this Diſcourſe, I ſhall 
only add a few Motives; and but name them 
to preſs you to this Duty, 

The Firft Motive is this, That if you whom | 
GOD hath pur in Publick Truſt, and Authority, 
take care to build CODS Hoaſe, ye ſhall be 
no looſer by it, for this is the way to engage 
GOD to- build. and perpetuate your houſes : If 
ye will eſtabliſh His Throne, that he may reign 
in the Hearts of the Inhabitants of the Land, 
in & by his own Ordinances; 'This will be a no» 
table Mcan for eſtabliſhing the Kings Throne, 
Proverbs, 29: 14: Pſal. 8g: 2: Jy; 4: verſcs, &c. 

T he Second Motive is this, That the Genera- 
tions to come, will bleſs you, who were Inſtru- 
mental in your places, to recoyer the Ruined 
Work ot GOD in the Land, and to get the 
pure Goſpel Light ſet up eyery where: To ws 
enc 
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the Wilderneſs--Travellers {ce the way to the 
Kingdom: Will not the poſterity that came 
After us, & get the good of this Reformation, 
lay, bleſled be {uch a Noble family, and ſuch a 
Gentlemans family and poſterity, who laid out 
themlelyes for the true worſhip of GOD, who 
when it was ready to be {wallowed up and cx- 
tinguiſhed, who recovered it out of the hand 
of the Enemie, and delivered it cleanly and 
ſafely down rous their poſterity, or clſe we had 
periſhed in ſuperſtition and darkneſs. 

Thirdly, This ſhould preſs you to a through 
and univerſal Refotmation in the Land, be. 
cauſe it will be a notable Bulwark, to defend us 
from the invaſions of adverſaries, &T lay it be. 
fore you that are States men, and are for State 
policie,as one of Heavens politicks,tor the ſecu- 
ring the Nation, under the proſpett of moſt 
imminent dangers, you have a tryed inſtance 
of this, 2 Chron: 17. 7. Allo in the third year 
of Fehoſophats Reign,he ſent ro his Princes, even 
to Benharl, and to Obadiah, and to Zechariab, 8 
to Nathaneel,and to Micsjab, to teach in the citys 
of Judab, and with them he ſent Levites, yerſc 8 
and <G. They taught in Judah, and had the Book of 
the Law of the LORD with them, and went through- 
out all the Cities of Judah, and taught the people : 
and the 1o verſe tells us, what a great fecuri- 
ty 
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oy it brought along with it, to the Tand, Por 
the Fear of the LOKD, fell upon all the Kingdoms of 
the Lands that were round about Judab s ſo that they 
made no war againſt Jehoſophat, thi: y- u ice is the 
{weet adyantage,that arilcs from t1 ue &throv gh 
Reformation, and ſhould not «tis move you ro 
make uſe of It, and then vou will have G12"; 
ſecurily, and GOD's tecuti:y is the beſt 
ſecurity, 

Shew your ſelycs therefore Men of Courage ; 
and Zeal for GOD, and his cauſe, and intereſts, 
and ye need not queſtion, bur he will 
be for you. 

Leftly, And | ſhall add no more, your 
being ative and foirnhiul for GOD & his work, 
wilt upon a refle&tion, even uncicr troubles and 
tryals in this World, be veric {upporting, and 
refreſhing, But O What a cordial will it be in 
a dying houre, when all the Compoſitions of 
Apothecarics have ioft their Reliſh, &when nei- 
ther Riches. nor Honours, nor pleaſures of tl:1s 
World, will have any f1znificancic: with good 
Hezekiab, Iſaiah, 28: 2,3. verſes. Twrn your faces 19 
the wall, &- pray, Remember nw , O LORD, 1 
beſeech Thee, how I have walked before Thie in Truth, 
and with a perſef} Heart, and bave done that which 
z good in thy fight. | ſay this will be the Great 
ſupport, and Conſolations of your hearts, who 
are perlonsof publick truſt, when ye come Pp 
the 
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the laſt Nep, between rime & cternitie: Ler me 
theretyre with all humility and earneſtneſs, Be- 
{eech you, () Zerubabel, bis Majefties high Com- 
miſſhoner, & you whoare the Officers of State, 

and you the reſt of che Members of this honous 
rable Parliament, in the words of my Text, 
Yet Now, 0 Z:rubabel, be ftrong, ſaith the LORD, 

and be ſtrong O Johhua, Gon of Joſedech the high Prieft; 
and be ſtrong all ye people of the land, ſaith the LORD; 
and work, for 1 am with you, ſaith the LORD of 
Hofts; Eyen ſo be it. AMEN, 


Col: 4. I7. 
And ſay to Arcliippus, take beed to the Miniſtrie 
which thou baſt received in the LORD; that thor 
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=== HE Occaſion of the Apoſtle Paz, 

Sl bis writing this Epiſtle from 

P21 Rome, while he was Priſoner 
there, unto this Church of 
Colloſſe {ſeems to be trom the 
Information hehad by Epas 
phras the Miniſter of che place, holding fur} 
the danger, thar, that Church was into, of be- 
ng corrupted both in her principles ad wor- 
ſhip, and that as well from Jes upou the onz 
hand, as Gentiles upon the other. 

The Apoſtles ſcope ia this Epiſtle,isto c -nfirm 
them, in the DcArine Preached by Eparbrzr, 
their honeſt Miniſter, and to preſs them co che 
further knowledge & prattice ct Goglinels; and 
that both as tothe General andſpccia' Qurics of 
C1! rifttanicy 
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Chriſtianiry, in the concluſion of this Epiſtle, 
which is from the g Verſe to the End. We 
have levcral ſalutations, wherein ſome are fa 
luted and Commended as Verſes. 10. 1. Some 
ſaluted and exhorted, that they may ſtand per 
fet and compleat in all tne will of GOD, as 
Verſe 12: &c. Some are ſaiuted: and: directed, 
as Verſe 16, and ſome are ſaluted and admoni- 
ſhed as in this Texts And ſay to Archippus, Tek 
heed to the Miniſtrie which thou haſt received in the 
LORD, that thou fulfill it” As if the Apoſtle 
Paul would ſay to the People, Commend m 
allo to Archippus your Miniſter, and tell him 
from me, to take heed that he do not his work 
careleflie, and by halfs; But as he has received 
his Commiſſion from the LORD, fo ler him 
fulfil it, and that by the conſtant and diligent 
performing of all the duttes belonging to ſo great 
and weighty a Charge. 

Whither this Archippus was Collegue ro Fpa: 
pbras, or whither he was Paſtor of the Laodecea 
Church , ( as ſome Interpreters aſſert, and the 
connexion with the proceeding verſe, feems tt 
favour it ) I ſhall nor determine, and it is 
matter of no great importance ; for wherey 
he was Miniſter, it is like he was fallen Remil 
in his Office, A Fau!r, that I fear roo roo man 
of us may be charged with; which remiſine 


3 ( ) us 
flows ſometimes I conceive trom prevalent cor* 
ruption within, and too much love of the world 
without , As allo from theſe diſcouragemencs 
that Miniſters often meer with from their people, 
either upon the account of their unprofitable- 
neſs, under the means and pains beſtowed upon 
them , or upon tne account of that oppolſttion 
which their people make to the work of GOD 
among their hands. . TY | 
 'Thir words at firſt view, fall into two parts; 
viz.an injunction and a meſlage, The injun&ion 
isto the people, .in theſe words, and ſay ro 4r- 
chippus, the meſſage they ate to tell him from 
the Apoſtle, is to take beed to his Miniſtrie , . how be 
has received it, and how he may fulfil it aright. 

But this verſe being an Exhortation, contains 
more particularly in ic theſe four things ; Firlt, 
The perſon exhorted, the Lazie Minifter. 2. The 
thing he ſsexhortet] to take beed to thy Miniſtry,&C. 
3 Ve have the Arguments prethng this heed- 
ulneſs: 1. Its a truſt, and perlons mult rake 
heed to their trult , becaulc ir is nor ſo much 
their own matters, as others they are ro be con- 
cerned about. 2. Ir 1s a great truſt thar Minis 
ſters have committed to them, when they have 
the Precious, and Immortal Souls of Men, to 
take care abour. 

The fourth thing in the words, is the modes, 
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of the manner how he is to notice and manage 
this Miniſtry, he is to heed it and manage it 
{o, as to fulfii i. And theſe that would dil- 
charge this Office aright, muſt carefully mind 
not only the Extenfiveneſs, but alſo the Inten- 
fiveneſ(s of this Work, for the meer rale of du- 
ries will nor be ſufficient to fulfil this Miniſtry, 
excent they have their proportionable weight 
and meaſure,- even ſuch as will make them 
paſs, when tryed and weighted in the ballance of 
the SanQtuary, 

Thir words afftoords us three DoQtrinesz the 
firſt DoQrine is this, That People perceiving 
their Miniſter fail in the Office of his Miniſtry, 
may and ought to admoniſh him, but in Love; 
and with all due re{pe& ro his Perſon and Ot- 
fice, 1 Timothy 5. 1. Rebuke not an Elder, but Ex- 
bort him as a Father, &C. 

There is no power cf Jurisdiftion in rhe Peo- 
ple from this Text, to inflict Church Cenſures 
on their Miniſter: For all that is ſaid here, in- 
ferreth no more, then {uch an admonition as 
any private Chriſtian may give him. 

T he ſecond Doftrine is, Thar great Heedful- 
nels is required of Miniſters in order to the right 
diſcharge of their Office. | 

The third Dofrine is, That among other 
Couliderations preſſing us to fulfil this —_—— 
this 
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this ſhould be none ot the icaſt, that we haye rc> 
ccived it of the LORD. 

Ot the firſt Dottrine I ſhall ſay no more, 
and this third Obſervation will be couched in 
the Profecurion of the ſecond, which isthat [ 
ſball infaſt upon, as being moſt proper to this 
Occaſion. | 

And that I may doe it as briefly as poſbble, 
I ſhall in the firſt place ſhew you lome of theſc 
Qualifications implyed in this Heedtulneſs (that 
the Text calls tor) . which are neceſlary to the 
right fulfilling of a Mans Miniltrie. 

Secondly, I ſhall give you the Reaſons cf the 
Dottrine, and thirdly the uſc of All. 

The firſt Qualification then implyed here, as 
neceſlary to make a Miniſter rake heed to man- 
nage his Office atight is, Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge, and that not only in the Speculative, 
but in the praQtical part of Religion, I think 
both theſe are n:edtnl ro make a Miniſter apt 


to teach, 1 Tim, 2. 2. or elic his Mi iſtry will bs 


rather Att-wotk, then Heart-work. Untancti- 
ficd witts have been in all Ages greatly prejudi- 
cial to the Churci, and we have not wantcd lad 
Inſtances thercot in our day. 

I ſay ther, that the Miniſters of Chriſt, muſt 
be men of Knowledge, for they are Watchmen, 
and Warchmet muſt have Eyes in tacic Ficad, 
Lhercfurc 
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therefore they are called Seers, 1 Sam. 9.9: Come 
let us go to the Seer, they are to potnt out ro 
the People their Way, their Danger, and their 
Duty, as we may allo (ce from Tſaiah 21. and 6, 
Verſe to the 1J. Verſe, And if tbey be blind, what 
burt may ſuddenly befall the Church, Ilaiah g. Verſe 
16. For the leaders of this People cauſe them to Erre, 
and they that are led of them are deſtroyed. 

Ignorance cauſes Error, and Error DeſtruQi- 
on, therefore {aid the Apoſtle Paul to the El 
ders of Epheſus, As 20. 28. Take heed therfore 
znto your ſelves, and to all the flock, over which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made vou overſeers,' to feed thtm viz; 
With Knowledge and Underſtanding, that they 
may be ſoundly principled. right-in the Faith, 
and he gives the reaſon of it, Verſes 29. and Jo. 
For grievous wolves will enter in amongſt you, ſpeak- 
ing perverſe things to corrupt your Peopte , and to draw 
Diſciples after them. Lg {noel p01 1 
_ Miniſters ſhould be like the beaſts about 
Chriſts Throne, Kev: 4. 6. Full of Eyes within 
and without, before and behind : Within looking 
to the Frame and Conſticution of their own 
Hearts, without' to the Duties they ought to 
pertorm, and the Snares and Dangers they muſt 
beware of, in following of their Duty : They 
muſt have Eyes looking before them unto God 
for Counſel and Direction, and they muſt have 
cyes 
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eyes looking behind them unto the flocks which 
they lead. Every Miniſter is as it were the 
Treaſurer of the place where he lives, Malachy 
2. 7. For the Prieſts lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and 
the people ſhould ſeek, the law at his mouth, and it the 
Miniſters want this Treaſurie of Spiritual know- 
ledge and Wildom, they will not be able to 
diſtinguiſh aright berwcen T ruth and Errour, 
Sin and Duty : They cannot inſtru che Igno- 
ant,reſolve doubts,quiet the troubledConſcience 
teed rhe Hungry,& comfort the diſcouraged Soul. 
Ler Amichrift have blind and ignorant Watch- 
men, but Our LORD JESUS CHRIST ſhould 
haye ſuch Miniſters as are throughly furniſhed 
for every Good Work, 2 Tim: J: 17: That the 
Man of GOD may be perfett , throughly furniſhed 
#nto all Good Works- 

The ſecond Qualification implyed in this 
Take heed, (for a Miniſters right diſcharging of 
his Office ) is painfulneſs and diligence, for 
knowledge muſt iflue unto' ation : Miniſters 
are Angels, and Angels are not only full of 
Eyes (as | ſaid before ) bit alſo fall of Hands 
and Wings, Ezek: 1: 5: And they had the Hands 
0 Man wnder their Wings on their four ſides, 8&C: 

hereftore it is ſaid, Kev: 4: 8: That they reſt not 
day nor night, they know much, therefore they 
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The Heathen could tell us that unpraQtical 
knowledge ſignifies nothing, Scire tuum niþl eſt, 

nift te ſcire hoc ſciat alter, 

Andthe Zeyptians painted a Tongue with a 
hand under it to ſhew that knowledge, when 
prafticed was gocd. And' we ſee that the bleſſing 
15 not promiſed to the bare knowledge, but to 
the practice of Commandes duties, Fobn. 13. 17: 
If ye know thiſe things, happie are ye if you do them, 
and Rev: 22. Veilc 14. Bleſſed are they that do bis 
Commandments , that they may have Right to tbe 
Tree of Life, and enter in through the Gates unto the 
City. We are Spir1 val harveſt men, and the 
Crop 1s very precious, which we are to gather 
iv, It ic be lolt by our floath, we will pay dear 
for ir. 

The third qualification implyed here ( in 
tis, Take heed to your Miniſtrie ) is faithful- 
neſs: O how much need had we to take heed 
taat we doour Miniſterial work faithfullie, 
now faithtulnc(s is a. proportioning our obedi- 
ence tothe Command: ro be impartial in all 
the Adminiſtrations of the houſe of GOD!tSee 
v:hata Charge the Apuſtle Paul gives Timothie, 
1 Tim. 5. 21. I Cyvarge thee befere GOD , and the 
LORD JESUS CHRKIST, ard the ele Angels that 
thou 9bſerve theſe things without preferring one before 

azother, doing nothing ov partialitie, Where we ſce 
that 
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that he that is partial cannot be faithful, an un- 
faithful Miniſter is perfidious both roGOD and 
mad. Zcph. 3.4. It is ſaid there, their Prophets are 
light and Treacherous perſons: I reacherous Perſons 
in the Hebrezs, as a Learned Interpreter obſerves, 
is Viri Prevaricationum qui debitam Deo & populo 
fidem pariter violaverint. And it 1s the higheſt 
Treacherie that can be, to be falſe ro GOD 
and Robb Him of the Souls of men; Thar is 
worthy of our Conſideration recorded, Ezek: 
J. 20. Becauſe thou haft not given him warning, He 
ſhall die in his fin, but his Blood ſhall I require at thine 
hand. ' Now. if a Miniſter may Periſh for not 
warning of Sinners, much more for Encour- 


. aging them toSin , by corrupt Doftrine, and 


a Lewd lite,tor (f death be in an Gmithon, much 
more mult it be in politive Evils. Let meadd 
one word more 'on this head,that a faithful mi- 
nilter, muſt b: a fearleſs Miniſter, he muſt not 
be aftraid of the faces of men, when he is to de- 
liver the Truths of GOD. The LORD four 
times in one Verſe, Ezek. 2. G. Forbids the Pro- 
phet to fear. And thou Son of man be not affraid of 
them, neither be affraid of their words, though Briers 
and Thorns be with thee , and thou dvelt dwell among 
Scorphions: Be not affraied of their words, nor diſmayed 
at their | ooks, though they be a Kebellious Houſe, 

A Fourth qualification neccilaric for man- 
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aging this office implyed in this exhortation 
( take heed to thy Miniftry ) is prudence which 1s 
neceflaric to dire us in the dexterous man-' 
agement of all the parts of our work , and 
more eſpe:ially asto the Methods whereby, and 
the Seaſons wherein they may be done to the 
beſt advantage, and there is no- part 'of our 
Miniſterial work, which requires more prus 
dence in the right managing of ir, then that of 
Reproof, to do that ſo as it may be accepted as 
a kindneſs by the perſon reproved,and as an cx- 
cellent Oyle that will not break the head, as 
the Pſalmiſt expreſles ic. Pſal: 141. Verſe, 5. 
Let the Righteour Smite me, it (hall be a kindneſs, 
and let them reprov? me , it (hall be an excellent Oyl; 
which ſhall nt brezh my head: For as: faithfulneſs 
and wiſdom ponders the neceſfity of the duty; 
So prudence does conſider the firreſt time, and 
manner of application with reſpe& to the per- 
ſon, with whar prudence and - dexterizie did 
Nathan prepare David in that Parable. 2 Sam: 
12. from the firit Perſe to the 6th. before he 
came to touch him in the quick with ; Thou 
ert the man , Verſe 7. ", Ns, 
Fifthly,- if we would take heed to fulfil this 
Miniſtr;ie, we:muſt be fincere and ſerious Ecleſ: 
g. io. And it is not Liklie that we will preſs 
Goſpel Truths and holineſs, icriouſly home 
| upon 
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upon others, until we know the {weet and good 
of them our ſelves, and the Apoſtle tells us; 2 
Cor: 1+ 12. Verſe. That ſincerity in our work 
and walk will be no ſmal ground of our re- 
joycing , when our conſciences within, and 
beholders without can teſtifie, that we endeav- 
oured ſincerely and carcfully to Manage this 
truſt committed to us, and Miniſters had need 
to take heed to this, becauſe their work lying 
about ſpiritual things they are more apt to be 
deceived by - hyp»crifies creeping in both to 
their hearts: and' duties, and many a timethe 
frequencie of them, is like to: take away the 
fervencie of them Minifters therefore would 
often mind that word, to keep them diligent 
at their work, It Cor: 9g. 27. Leaſt when 1 preach 
the Goſpel to others, I my ſelf be a caſt away. 

- Gly. This take heed, includes conſtancie and 
per{ervance,we mult not think to do this work 
by fits and ſtarts; Nor be like theſe fooliſh Gala- 
tians, Galatians J chap. and J ver. To begin in 
the ſpirit, and end in the fleſh, we muſt not pur our 
hand to the plough and look back, Ye know 
what CHRIST ſays of (uch, Þ «ke g. 02, They are 
not fit for the Kingdom of GOD, they are not fit for 
managing of his Kingdom aright in this 
world, and if they do' not that , they may be 
affraid to be ſhut out of his Kingdom 1a the 
NEXT, 1 come 
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I come next tothe Reaſons of the doftrine, 
why Miniſters muſt be very heedfull, and care- 
fall about their Miniſterial work, and that 1. 
Becaule 1t is a great truſt far above any other 
truſt in this world. when immortal. fouls are 
committed to us, abour which the thoughts of 
the moſt high have been concerned from Eter- 
nity, and for the Redemption of which GOD 
manifeſted in the fl:ſh, ſhed his precious blood: 
& for c{pouling of whom he has put us unto the 
Miniſtric. I think we ſhould neyer go this er- | 
rand, but with Abrahams ſervant. Gen. 24 12. 
We ſhould pray, O LORD GOD and Father of My 
Mafter FESUS CHRIST, ( Who has promiled 
him a great backing and a numerous ſeed, upon 
which he may lee the ſatisfaRtion of the travel 
ot his Soul } ſend me good ſpeed 'this day, and 
put torth thy p2wer in the preachedGolpel,chat 
Thy pcopie may be a willing people, O bur ir 
be a high and a great calling to trade about the 
ſaving of Souls, one of which 1sa more precious 
Jewel than the whole world can purchale or re- 
deem, And CHRI>T tells vs this out of his own 
Mouth, Marth: 16. 26. Surely of all other perſons 

Maniſters ſhou'd be moſt diligent, who have both their 
own Souls to ſave, and others. 

The lecond reafon why we muf take heed 
eo our Miniiterial work 1s,becau'c it is a difficult 
wotk, 


: 
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work. partly from the various ang numerous c- 
nemies that oppoſe it, Satan thar roaring lion, 
and reſtlels enxemie of the Church ſtanding at 
our right hand.Zech.3.1. Alſo what principaliti- 
es and powers and ſpiritual wickednefic(s in high 
places, what rulers of the darkneſs of this world 
have we to wreſtle againſt. Fph:G. 12, yea what 
oppoſition from men among whom we live, 
ſome with open violence breakiny, down as far 
as they can the carved work: others under 
a vizour and pretence to build with us, 
like the falſe apoſtles ; intznding nothing lels 
then to. bring us back to abandoned Corrup- 
tions 10 the Houle of GOD. 

Partly from our own Ignorance {the work 
is made difficult) which diſables us tro manage 
this truſt to rhe beſt advantape, how hard is it 
for Miniſters to ſpeake aright tro rhe various 
Caſes and Conditions of their People, and to 
find fitt words to hold forth the Evil of Sin by. 
the Loveline!s of Chritt , The beauty of Holi 
ne(s, the danger of living cagelefly and uncon- 
cernedly under tne means © Grace, and 1c- 
' peated offers of the Goſpel, 

The third Kealon why Miniſters had need 
to take heed to their Miniſtry is this, that there 
has been Miniſters in the Church, (and we have 
had fad Inſiznces of it in our days) profctling & 
pretending biplly for CHRIST, 21d tlic pany 
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work of Reformation, that afterwards wheri 
the Occaſion and Tentation oftered, haye be- 
trayed the cauſe, diicoyered their rottennels, 
and ruined the Church, and Work of GOD, 
as far as they could. Some of them bewitched 
and enticed with the Riches of this World {o 
to do, like Fudas and Demas: Others with the 
Honours of this World, like Dzorrephes.,, and. 
O how many Arebippusr-like even in the beſt of 
times would be found Coldriffeand Remiſſe in this 
great Work, CS 

4ly. We muſt rake heed to our Miniſtry, if 
we conſider what a great LORD and Maſter 
we have received it from. And whoſe Eye is 
alwayes upon us, to ſee how we manage this 
cruſt as ir was upon the Angels of the (even 
Churches, and his writting co them ſince he 
Aicended,and diſcovering their failures and ſhort 
comings, with the puniſhments due chereunto, 
ſhould be a warning to Miniſters in a1] ſucceed. 
ng Ages of the Church, to take heed to their 
Miniſtrie. | 

Fly We had need totake heed ro our Minil- 
try, when we conſider with what a ſevere certi- 
fication, our great LORD and Maſter has com- 
mirred jr unto us, Ezek: 17, 19. ver, Son of man 
I bate made thee a Watchman to the houſe of Iſrael , 


therefore bear the word at my mouth, and give them 
Fi 
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a noone from me, when I ſay unto the wicked thou 
ſhalt ſurelie die, and thou giveſt him not warningfrom 
me, nor [peakeſt to warn the Wicked from his wicked 
way. to ſave his life, the lame wicked man ſhall die in 
bis iniquitie, but his blood will I require at thine hand. 
Gly Mir.iſters had need to take heed ro man- 
nadge their :ruſt arighr, ſeeing a ſevere account 
will be required of them, for it is a ſtewardſhip 
that muſt be reckoned for, and none of us know 
how ſoon that meſſage may be ſent unto us , 
Luke 16, 2. Groe an account of thy Stewardſhip, and 
whether we havereceived moe or fewer talents, we would 
alwayes remember to be |o laying them out, and impro- 
ving of them, ar thoſe that mult give an account. Heb. 

Iq4 I7. 

Tadh. Sach Miniſters as have been heedfull 
and faithful], ſhall be greatly rewarded, Dan: 
12 3 And they that beWiſe, ſhall ſhine as the bright . 
neſs of the firmament, and they that turn many to righ- 
teou|neſs, as the flarrs for ever and ever. Matt: 24. 
25.20, 27. who then #4 a faithfull and wif: ſervant, 
whom bis Lord hath made ruler over his houſhold to give 
them meat in due ſealon, Bleſſed is that ſervant whom 
bis LORD when he cometh ſhall find him ſo doing, 
Verily T ſay unto you, that he ſhall make him Ruler 
over all, bis goods, Rev: 2. 10. Be thou faithful 
W. the death.. and I will givethee a Crown of life, 
/e would keep conſtantly and clotcly ro this 
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work, and proſecute it with the greateſt dili. 
pence that believe ſuch a reward as this, whach 
will eternaly compenſe all - the Jabour and toyle 
in this World: We would allo frequent)y con. 
ſider what (evere puniſhments ſhall be inflicted 
on the heedleſs and floathful ſervant, Mate: 24 
Verſe 48. Unto the end; But, andif that evil ſer- 
vant ſhall ſay my Lord delayeth his coming, and (hall 
begin to ſmite bis fellow ſervant, and to eat and drink 
with the drunken. The Lord of that ſervant ſhall 
come in a day , when he Looketh not for bim , 
and an hour that he is not aware of, and ſhall cut him | 
#ſunder, end appoint bim bis portion with hypocrites, | 
where ſhall be weeping ana gnaſhing of Teeth, | 
IT come now to the uſe of the DoCtrinc, is beed- | 
fulneſs , . in managing of the Miniſterial wotk 
ſo neceſlary in all the forementioned reſpects; 
Then let all of us that bear this office cake heed 
roour Miniſtry,for this is the voice and call of 
my Tcxttoevery one of 1is, and eſpecially with 
re{pc to thoſe two things that ly in the latter 
part of the words. 
1hefirſt is ro take heed how, and from whom 
we,received this Miniſtrie, whether from the 
LORD JESUS CHRIST or nor, who isthe 
only LORD and head of the Church, aud 
whoſe prerrogative it isto (et up. and fend forth 
Officers unto his Church, Ezek 2 J, And 
Fe ſaid unto bim Son of man, 1 ſend thee unto the. 
children 
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Children ef Iſrael, I Who fit upon the Sathirine throne, 
as you have it in the firſt Chapter cf this Pro- 
phefie of Ezeks 26: Verſe, And who bas all power 
in mine hand. Chriſt is {nycſted with all power 
in Heaven and in Earth, Marth: 28; and 18: 
Verſe,and therefore ſends forth Officers unto all N#tions. 
And for this End, we muſt ſee that we be come 
in at the right door, for there are (ome, as Chriſt 
tells us, who call themſelves Sheepherds, that 
come not 1n at this doar, Jo: 10: 1: Verſe, But 
climb up another way, 1t we be ripht Miniſters 
oi Chriſt, we muſt come in at thrce doors. 
1. The doorof an Internal call of GOD upon 
the Soul. 2. The door of the External call of 
the People. J. The door of a legal Miffon and 
_ by the laying on of the hands of tbe Pref. 
ytry, 

A ſecond thing that lyes in the latter end of 
the Text, about which we muſt take ſpecial 
heed is this, that when ever we find our ſelves 
entered by the right door unto this great and 
difficult Work, we muſt take heed to fu'fil it; 
Every Minifier muſt rake heed ro fill up aright 
both the doing part, and the ſuffering patt of 
his Miniſtry, {o as the work may not ſut- 
ter or be þlamed on his Accompr: Tne 
Apoſtle took care of this, and fets it as 
a Copy beture thir Collffrans, Chap:ier firſt, 
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: Varſe, Who now rejoyce in my ſufferings 
for you,and fill up that which is behind of the Afli#- 
ions of Chrift, in mv fleſh, for his bodies ſake, which 
5s the Church. The metaphor may be taken 
from a piece of curious drawn work, that the 
perſon, in filling up thereof, neyer puts in a 
ſtirch, bur they look on both ſides to ſee it be 
rightly done, and they Papper it over to keey 
i: cleanly that they may get the maſters appro- 
bation, {ſo ſhould both Miniſters and Chriſtians 
be very carctul, both in their doing and ſuffer- 
ing work; that they fi] it up with all dexteritie 

and keep itlo as it may be preſented with al 

purity; For Ido believe that GOD has cut out 
{o much doing and ſuffering work for his 
Church in the world, and that this is diyided 
and ſubdivided to ſeveral Socicties, and Perſons, 
every one their part : So much for the Church 
in {uch an Age and place of the World, and fo 
much for ſuch another Age and place of the 
World, and every Perſon ought to notice what 
is their particular allotment, that they may do 
ic both proportionably, and commendablic; 
and not be like an Ignorant, careleſs, and neſty 
ſeamſter, ro whom in a ſuir of curious Hang: 
ings was committed: T he doing of a head, or a 
hand, or a Leg, and when it comes to be ſer [0- 

gether, it is cither not filled up, or diſpropor: 

tionab] 
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tionable, or ſullicd , arid ſo mars the beauty 
of the wholc ſuire, and when the maſter comes 


the perſons guilty; How will they be afhamed > 
| with what care then ſhould Miniſters and peo- 
ple that profeſs Religion, ro obey GODS 
| Commands, and follow the noble Example 
F of CHRIST and His Apoſtles, ſo mind to fill 
| up what proportion, of either doing or ſuffer- 
F| ing work that is committed to them as they 
F may bc able to abide the tryal ofthat day, and 

not be aſharaed. This is that which the Apoſtle 

Paxl ſeems to call all the People of GOD to, 
| both minifters and others 1n this Text, with 
reſpc& to the aoing part, and jn that of the firſt 

Chapter 24 Verſe, formerly cited as to the fuff- 
ering part, but alace this is too little heeded 
by many. 

Now that we may diſcharge our Miniſteri- 
al work well; Let me Intreat our care as to 
theſe four things. 

Firft, Let us take care to be well (een in all 
parts of our work,the Do@rine, Worſhip, Dil- 
cipline, and G-yernment of the Ghurch; and 
the Durics Relating to theſe. 
| Secondly, Ler us be well feen into the caſes of 
out People, that we may know how to inſtruct, 
lixhort, Reproyc,and warn them both ſuicably 
ang 
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an ſcaſcnably, as to their yarious cales and 
Coni2ons- 

Thirdly, In the doing of theſe things, let us 
aiwayes keep our eye upon the right Rule, 
winch we 21e to work and walk by, cycry Cal- 
ling bas ſome Rule to woik by, which requires 
{>me Studie ro kaow, or elle a Perſon will but 
Bungle in his work. Now no calling hath a | 
ſure Rule , but the Chriſtian calling, therefore 
it is that others varic in their Methot!s: Bur 
the Chriſtian hath one ſanding Kule ( The 
word of GOD ) which is able ro make the 
man of GOD perfeA: this we muſt preciſely 
keep by, and muſt nor make the impoſitions 
of men, Education, Cuſtome, Example, or 
Antiquity, our Rule, ot any part of ir, which 
the woman of Semarie pleads. Job: 4 20. For 
the jultification of rheir worſhip in Mount Geriz- 
zim. being rwo hundred Years ſtanding, But 
CHRIST Told her, Verſe. 22. Te Worſhip ye 
kn1w not what, you have the wills, Examples, 
and Traditions of men for the warrant of your 
worſhip, bur that is neither Law nor Light, nor 
Rule to you , feeing ye want my word which 
15 the tru* Scandarr, and your good Intentions 
will neith:zr make that worſhip which you 
dote upon acceptable to G O D, or profitable 
to ycu : For all Corrupt and falſe worſhip 

carries 
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carries no other Charafter in the Eſtimation of 
GOD, bur ſuch as is recorded. Hoſea. 11. 12. 
Ephraim compaſſeth me ahowt with lies, and the 
houſe of Iſrael with deceit; we would bewar of be- 
ing of that number, and endeavour to be of the 
tribe of Judab which ruleth with GOD, and is 
faithfull with the Saints. 

Laftly,If we would fulfill our Miniitrie aright, 
Let us wreſtle much with the LOKD for his promiſed 
Spirit to teach us all things that concern the di(- 
charge of ſo great an office, to pur us and keep us 
ina tight frame tor our work, to inſtruEt us by 
a ſtrong hand both what, and, how to ſpeak to 
our people: And that he would make it firſt ſa- 
yoric to our own Souls, and then go aleng with 
us in the diſpenſing of the word. 8& leale ic on the 
hearts of the hearers; for the Kings meſſage is 
beſt belived & obeyed when it hastheKing's feal 
at it, then peoples faith will not ſtand in the wil- 
dom of Mans words, but in the power of 
GOD. 1.Cor: 2. 4. 5. And my ſp?ech and my preach- 
ing, was not with enticing words of mans wiſiom, but 
in demonſtration of the ſpirit, and of power, that your 
faith may not ftand in the wiſdom of man , but in the 
power of God. And in the whole of our work, ler 
us chiefly aim at the good of Souls, the enlarge. 
ment of CHRITT's Kingdom, and the Glory 
of COD, from Whom. and by Whom, aud ts IWhom 


are all things, to Him be Glor w_ "nk Amen, 


